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From: Matt Friese <mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org>


Sent: Monday, March 14, 2011 10:20 AM


To: Mason, Janice L (GOV); Nizich, Michael A (GOV)


Subject: Ltr to Governor Parnell Attached...


Attachments: image001.gif; BG McManus.pdf


Here is a letter from the . He is a very well respected man and reflects what many


have and continue to say.


Thanks for your work!


Matt


Matthew M. Friese,


mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org


Direct: (907) 644-2234 Cell: 
BOI
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From: Matt Friese <mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org>


Sent: Friday, December 23, 2011 8:44 AM


To: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)


Subject: Re: Compromised


Thanks - I would love to talk to you later! I know you have so much going on, so I wont take much of your


time.


On Fri, Dec 23, 2011 at 8:21 AM, Nizich, Michael A (GOV) <mike.nizich@alaska.gov> wrote:


I would be happy to talk with you. You and I have had a good communication line open as well as the same I have had


with Col. Lincoln. As you could tell from last night response I am not real happy with the message I got last night nor can


I explain whatever happened in a meeting I was not part of with the TAG with one of the Chaplain’s that was referenced


in the message. I am not interested in going outside the communication link you and I have established. If you would like


to call me later today I would be happy to take your call. I would call you now but I am about to go into a staff meeting.


Mike Nizich


Chief of Staff


Office of Governor Sean Parnell


Alaska State Capitol Building


Third Floor


Juneau, AK 99811


PHONE: 907.465.3500


FAX: 907.465.3532


mike.nizich@alaska.gov


www.gov.state.ak.us


From: Matt Friese [mailto:mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org]

Sent: Friday, December 23, 2011 5:53 AM
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To: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)

Cc: Rick Cavens; Matt Friese; 

Subject: Re: Compromised


Good Morning,


I am sorry to read this breakdown. Mike, you have been a huge help over this last year in listening to us as you


have with so many others in the chorus of concerns. We appreciate all you have done! Although I am not


aware of what has most recently transpired, I do know we are always concerned about our confidentiality -

which is not for our benefit. As you have stated, a breach of confidentiality at this level could have very


negative impacts on one of many members of the NG who we are all very concerned about - namely Col


Lincoln. If the TAG connected him in this through us, we have not only further hurt a great leader and dear


friend, but we have harmed our ability to help senior leaders. Perhaps you would consider a 15 -30


min conference call for the 4 of us Chaplains just to share with you our heart. So much of communication is


lost through text only. I believe all of our desires reflect a concern for the men and women of the Alaska


National Guard.


Again, we appreciate you and know you have an extremely difficult job - must feel like a meat grinder most


days!


Matt


On Thu, Dec 22, 2011 at 5:27 PM, Nizich, Michael A (GOV) <mike.nizich@alaska.gov> wrote:


Sorry you feel that way, not sure what prompted this message from you. I have been working very hard in


trying to understand the issues and attempting to get to the truth and accuracy of statements and information I


have received regarding the management issues at the DMVA/Alaska National Guard that have been areas of


concern to many individuals.


Based upon the input received from multiple sources over the last year and a half I have in-turn had many


conversations with the leadership at DMVA trying to figure out what needs to change for the betterment of


those that sever in the Alaska National Guard as well as what information and accusations are accurate vs.


not. I have had endless meetings and conversation with DMVA leadership to convey concerns that I have heard


from all that have called me, written to me in letter form, emails and voice messages. I have heard from


individuals both active duty and retired and never breached confidence of those that have asked me to keep their


conversations confidential.


I have served in the military and know all about the chain of command and the sensitivities of going outside


those lines. Since my conversations with DMVA leadership (still on-going) there has been several positive


changes made at DMVA and more on the horizon. These changes have not happened by coincidence.


BOI
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I don’t have much more to say to you except I am extremely frustrated right now and disappointed in receiving


your communication suggesting that I breached the chaplains confidence.


Mike Nizich


Chief of Staff


Office of Governor Sean Parnell


Alaska State Capitol Building


Third Floor


Juneau, AK 99811


PHONE: 907.465.3500


FAX: 907.465.3532


mike.nizich@alaska.gov


www.gov.state.ak.us


From: Rick Cavens [mailto: ]

Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2011 3:12 PM


To: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)


Cc: mfriese@gcsk12.net

Subject: Compromised


Mr Nizich,


On the last issue with Colonel Lincoln and the TAG over DC contacting him with negative accusations it seems


our confidentiality was compromised as chaplains. In that the TAG told Chaplain Koch, “A 176WG chaplain or


chaplains have been a conduit to the governor.” You understood that confidentiality for chaplains is dear and


that we all have tried our chain of command and why Ch Friese contacted you in frustration. At this point in


time I do not see you as a trusted agent for positive change and growth in the Alaska National Guard.


Sincerely
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Ch Lt Col Rick Cavens


Wing Chaplain, 176WG


Rick Cavens


Husband and Father to Mari and the four fantastics


AK National Guard SOS Coordinator


176WG, AKANG, USAF, Wing Chaplain


Lutheran sidekick pastor for Jesus


Owner of too many sled dogs


 cell


- home
AC
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From: Matt Friese <mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org>


Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 5:15 PM


To: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)


Subject: Checking in...


Good Afternoon and thank you for your return call last week.


I decided not to bother you at this time. I really don't know what precipitated the email from Ch Cavens. Ch


Koch extends his most sincere apologies. This was not reflective of us as Chaplains!


Would it be OK if I kept you in the loop on info we hear? I would really love an opportunity to schedule a 15


min phone call with you and Chaplain Koch. He has a much better sense of everything going on with the Army


and Air NG as the state chaplain. He can expand further but here are three quick bullets:


 Very little trust / confidence within the organization directly related to the leadership of the TAG and


BG McManus


 Organizational leaders are "yes" people because of fear; they have seen the separation and execution of


other leaders and individually are seeking to determine if it is worth it to fall on their sword; I have


heard this personally from our top leadership


 The best way to relate what is happening is likening it to an abusive relationship


Again, if we could have a 15 min scheduled time with you, we would love to clarify a couple things and hear


from you what is most helpful. We are not interested in just causing problems or stirring the pot because it is


somehow gratifying. To be honest, I would rather not be involved in all of this, but it is what we do in being a


source of confidentiality and advising.


Thank you for your leadership and patience with us!


Matt
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From: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)


Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2011 8:13 AM


To: Matt Friese


Subject: RE: Checking in...


Thanks for the message. I can certainly get with you on the phone so if timing is good for you and Ch Koch we can


schedule a call for later today or tomorrow morning. Let me know what works for you. This afternoon is open except for


a meeting I must attend from 2:00 to 3:00 pm, tomorrow morning is wide open.


Mike Nizich


Chief of Staff


Office of Governor Sean Parnell


Alaska State Capitol Building


Third Floor


Juneau, AK 99811


PHONE: 907.465.3500


FAX: 907.465.3532


mike.nizich@alaska.gov


www.gov.state.ak.us


From: Matt Friese [mailto:mfriese@gracechristianalaska.org]


Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 5:15 PM


To: Nizich, Michael A (GOV)

Subject: Checking in...


Good Afternoon and thank you for your return call last week.


I decided not to bother you at this time. I really don't know what precipitated the email from Ch Cavens. Ch


Koch extends his most sincere apologies. This was not reflective of us as Chaplains!


Would it be OK if I kept you in the loop on info we hear? I would really love an opportunity to schedule a 15


min phone call with you and Chaplain Koch. He has a much better sense of everything going on with the Army


and Air NG as the state chaplain. He can expand further but here are three quick bullets:


 Very little trust / confidence within the organization directly related to the leadership of the TAG and


BG McManus


 Organizational leaders are "yes" people because of fear; they have seen the separation and execution of


other leaders and individually are seeking to determine if it is worth it to fall on their sword; I have


heard this personally from our top leadership


 The best way to relate what is happening is likening it to an abusive relationship


Again, if we could have a 15 min scheduled time with you, we would love to clarify a couple things and hear


from you what is most helpful. We are not interested in just causing problems or stirring the pot because it is


somehow gratifying. To be honest, I would rather not be involved in all of this, but it is what we do in being a


source of confidentiality and advising.


Thank you for your leadership and patience with us!
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Matt
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N izk h , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

T o :

C c:

Subject:

M r N izich,

C huck <

W ednesday, A ugust 17, 20112:04 PM

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

R equest to  M eet

I am  C huck F oster, com m ander o f th e  176th W ing o f the A laska A ir N ational G uard at Joint Base E lm endorf-

R ichardson. W hile m y m ilitary position inform s w h a t I w ould like to  discuss w ith  you, I stress th a t m y request is m ade as

an individual, as opposed to  a function o f m y office.

I tru st you are aw are o f som e o f th e  challenges th a t face the A laska N ational G uard, and perhaps those challenges

specific to  th e  176th W ing. 

As I m entioned, I leave m y com m and position on 18 S eptem ber, so tim eliness is a concern if n o t only due to  the w eight

o f th e  topic. I am  currently scheduled to  depart on a trip  25 A ug-3 Sep. If w e are n o t able to  m eet prior to  the 24th, I am

w illing to  cancel th e  trip . I am  currently w aiting fo r a m eeting w ith  G en K atkus b u t given the tim e constraints I thought it

m ight be best to  get on your calendar sooner rather than later.

I have presum ed to  contact you directly and if this is n o t appropriate I ask th a t you help redirect m y request.

T hank you fo r yo u r attention  and assistance; I look forw ard to  o u r m eeting .

C huck F oster

C ell: 

H om e: 

1
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N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

From :

Sent:

To:

Subject:

C ategories:

D ear M r N izich,

G ene R am say < >

T uesday, N o ve m b e r 01, 2011 3:39 P M

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

R e: F rom  B rig G en (ret) R am say regarding C oncerns a b o u t th e  A laska N ational G uard

R ed C ategory

1
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. . 

P lease help to ensure that B rig G en Foster is treated w ith the respect he deserves and that he is

allow ed to retire as a B rig G en for pay. A nd please don't let abuses of pow er and failure to properly

plan for future fiscal realities destroy the A laska A ir N ational G uard . I'm  proud to say that it w as m y

"life's w ork" and it deserves better. Thank you.

R espectfully,

G E N E  L. R A M S A Y , B rig G en (ret), U S A F

Form er C om m ander, 176th W ing (2002-2005)

hom e: 

cell: 

F rom : G ene R am say < >

T o: m ike.nizich@ alaska.gov

S ent: Friday, S eptem ber 16, 2011 2:30 PM

S ubject: From  B rig G en (ret) R am say regarding C oncerns about the A laska N ational G uard

D ear M r. N izich,

2
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G eneral. H ow ever, it appears that B rig G en M cM anus and M G  K atkus are not allow ing this and are forcing

· J .. 

him  to retire as a C olonel for pay.

B rig G en Foster is one of the finest officers w ith w hom  I have ever served. H e absolutely em ulates the U SA F

C ore V alues o f Service, E xcellence and Integrity. Please address the disrespectful treatm ent being accorded

B rig G en Foster and ensure that he is allow ed to retire as a B rig G en for pay, som ething that he has earned

during a long and distinguished career. I have your office and cell num bers, but I have not used them  them ,

feeling that this e-m ail w ould be less intrusive to you and your busy schedule. Please feel free to contact m e

anytim e, via e-m ail, phone or letter if you need any m ore inform ation regarding this situation. T hank you for

your attention in this m atter and I look forw ard to hearing from  you.

Sincerely,

G E N E  L. R A M SA Y , B rig G en (ret), U SA F

Form er C om m ander, 176th W ing (2002-2005)

hom e: 

cell: 

3
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V)

Sent:

T o :

Thursday, D ecem ber 22, 2011 5:27 PM

'R ick C avens'

Cc:

Subject:

RE: C om prom ised

S orry you feel th a t w ay, n o t sure w h a t prom pted this m essage from  you. I have been w orking very hard in trying to

understand the issues and a tte m p tin g  to  get to  the tru th  and accuracy o f statem ents and inform ation  I have received

regarding the m anagem ent issues at the D M V A /A laska N ational G uard th a t have been areas o f concern to  m any

individuals.

B ased upon the input received from  m ultiple sources over the last year and a half I have in-turn had m any

conversations w ith  the leadership at D M V A  trying to  figure o u t w h a t needs to  change fo r the betterm ent o f those th a t

sever in the A laska N ational G uard as w ell as w h a t inform ation and accusations are accurate vs. n o t. I have had endless

m eetings and conversation w ith  D M V A  leadership to  convey concerns th a t I have heard from  all th a t have called m e,

w ritte n to  m e in le tte r form , em ails and voice m essages. I have heard from  individuals both active d u ty and retired and

never breached confidence o f those th a t have asked m e to  keep th e ir conversations confidential.

I have served in the m ilitary and know  all about the chain o f com m and and the sensitivities o f going outside those

lines. S ince m y conversations w ith  D M V A  leadership (still on-going) there has been several positive changes m ade at

D M V A and m ore on the horizon. These changes have n o t happened by coincidence .

I d o n 't have m uch m ore to  say to  you except I am  extrem ely frustrated right now  and disappointed in receiving your

com m unication suggesting th a t I breached the chaplains confidence.

M ik e N izich

C hief o f S taff

O ffice o f G overnor S ean P arnell

A laska S tate C apitol B uilding

T hird F loor

Juneau, AK 99811

P H O N E : 907.465.3500

FA X : 907.465.3532

m ike .nizich@ alaska .gov

w w w  .gov .state .a k. us

F ro m : R ick cavens [m ailto:

Sent: T hursday, D ecem ber 22, 2011 3:12 PM

To: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

C c: 

Subject: C om prom ised

M r N izich,

O n the last issue w ith  C olonel Lincoln and the TAG  over DC contacting him  w ith  negative accusations it seem s our

confidentiality w as com prom ised as chaplains. In th a t the TAG  told C haplain K och, "A  176W G  chaplain o r chaplains have

been a conduit to  the governor." Y ou understood th a t confidentiality fo r chaplains is dear and th a t w e all have tried ou r

1
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chain o f com m and and w hy Ch Friese contacted you in frustration. A t this point in tim e I do not see you as a trusted

agent for positive change and grow th in the A laska N ational G uard .

S incerely

Ch Lt C ol R ick C avens

W ing C haplain, 176W G

R ick C aven s

H usband and Father to M ari and the four fantastics

A K  N ational G uard S O S  C oordinator

176W G , A K A N G , U S A F , W ing C haplain

Lutheran sidekick pastor for Jesus

O w ner of too m any sled dogs

- cell

 hom e

2

BOI

BOI

BOI

Document ID: 0.7.798.5092 Page 2 of 2 OGNG-000616



N izich, M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

K atkus, T hom as H  M G  U S A R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S ) < thom as.h .katkus.m il@ m ail.m il>

T uesday, O cto b e r 29, 2013 7:01 P M

To: 

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Subject: 

Fw : (U N C LA S S IFIE D )

T H O M A S H . K A T K U S

M G , A K A R N G

D ep artm en t of M ilitary an d  V eteran s' A ffairs - T h e A d ju tan t G en eral

O F F IC E : (907) 4 2 8 -6 0 0 6

M O B IL E : (

D SN : (317) 3 8 4 -4 0 5 0

FA X : (907) 4 2 8 -6 0 1 9

E m ail:

th o m as.h .k atk u s.m il@ m ail.m il

o r

T h o m as.K atk u s@ alask a.g o v

----- O riginal M essage -----

F rom : L ux , E  Ja n e  C IV  N G  N G B  (U S)

S ent: T u esd ay, O cto b er 2 9 , 2 0 1 3  12 :25 PM

T o: T h o m p so n , O ctavia L  C IV  N G  A K A R N G  (U S); K atk u s, T h o m as H  M G  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S); P ierre,

M cH ug h (M V A ) <m ch u g h .p ierre@ alask a.g o v>; Jo rg en sen , C ath erin e F B G  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)

C c: H arrin g to n , P am ela B  C S M  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S); S tan sb u ry , B ev an  C  M A J U SA R M Y  N G  N G B  (U S)

S ubject: R E : (U N C L A SSIFIE D )

M G  K atk u s/B G  Jo rg en so n /M r. P ierre/ an d  O ctavia,

I ap p reciate y o u r ability to provide th is info rm ation  so quickly for th e V ice C h iefs p rep  for tom orrow 's w eekly

S ecD ef S A P R  m eeting . T h is is ex trem ely  helpful.

V /r

Ja n e

Ja n e  L u x

N G  J l S A P R  D ep u ty  P ro g ram  C h ief

S ex u al A ssau lt P rev en tio n  an d  R esp o n se O ffice

111 S o u th  G eorge M aso n  D rive, A H 2, lP S -4 0 3  A rlington, V a 2 2 2 0 4  ellen.j.lux.civ@ m ail.m il

O ffice: 7 0 3 -6 0 1 -0 5 7 7

C ell: 

-----O riginal M essage-----

1

Document ID: 0.7.798.5044 Page 1 of 3 OGNG-000617



F rom : T hom pson, O ctavia L C IV  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)

S ent: T uesday, O ctober 29, 2013 4:10 PM

T o: K atkus, T hom as H  M G  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S); P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A ); L ux, E Jan e C IV  N G  N G B  (U S);

Jo rgen sen , C atherine F B G  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)

C c: H arrington, P am ela B  C S M  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S); S tansbury, B evan C  M A J U SA R M Y  N G  N G B  (U S)

S ubject: (U N C L A SSIFIE D )

Im portance: H igh

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

S ir/M a'am ,

I have consolidated th e q u estio n s forw arded by M s. L ux an d  M r. P ierre. H opefully, the explanatio n s for the

n u m b ers w ill m ake sen se. I also have attached a d atab ase of each case an d  can  provide additional, non-

identifying inform ation if needed. I w ould like to point o u t, as w ell, th at both of the victim s identified and

quoted in the A nchorage D aily N ew s article have n o t filed restricted or unrestricted reports w ith this office, to

date.

T o ad d ress y o u r questions:

2
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P lease let m e know  if I can  provide any additional inform ation.

V ery R espectfully,

O ctavia L. T hom pson

S exual A ssault R esponse C oordinator

JF H Q  A laska N ational G uard

(907)428-6219 D SN :(317)384-4219

M O B IL E : 

FA X : (907)428-6685

EM A IL: octavia.l.thom pson2.civ@ m ail.m il

w w w .S afeH elpline.org (877)995-524 7

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

3

DP
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

To:

K atkus, T hom as H  (M V  A )

S unday, N o ve m b e r 03, 2013 9:39 P M

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Subject:

Fw d: TA LK IN G  PAPER  1 N O V 1 3

A ttachm ents:

T A LK IN G  PAPER  1 N O V  13 .d o cx; A  TTO O O O l.htm

M ike

I w asn't going to bother you w ith any m ore stuff on this, but after reading the Sunday opinion piece in A D N

today, I'm  forw arding you the additional inform ation m y sexual assault coordinator provided m e Friday

afternoon.

K atkus

B egin forw arded m essage:

From : <thom as.katkus@ alaska.gov>

D ate: N ovem ber 1, 2013 at 22:39:04 A K D T

To: "m ichael.g.pratt.m il@ m ail.m il" <m ichael.g.pratt.m il@ m ail.m il>

C c: "ellen.j.lux.civ@ m ail.m il" <ellen.j.lux.civ@ m ail.m il>, "bevan.c.stansburv.m il@ m ail.m il''


<bevan.c.stansbury.m il@ m ail.m il>, "eric.d.m axon.m il@ m ail.m il"

<eric.d.m axon.m il@ m ail.m il>

Subject: T A L K IN G  P A P E R  1N O V 13

L T C  Pratt

A ttached is som e interesting inform ation m y SA R C  w as able to provide m e now  that 

m ade her issue public. She w as a restricted report in 2010 for an incident that

happened in 2009. A ttached is a brief chronology o f fact.

I'm  providing this for additional background as initially w e believed w e had m issed in our

process som ehow  until the SA R C  identified her as R estricted. W e have reengaged w ith her to

determ ine w hat additional resources she m ay need.
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If anything further com es up that I see as pertinent, I w ill continue to forw ard the inform ation to

you and copy furnish N ational G uard B ureau. I spent the day, today, in Juneau and m et w ith the

G overnor's C hief of Staff. H e confirm ed having m et w ith chaplains several years ago and heard

their com plaints. H e adam antly pressed them  for specific details that he could take action

on. T hey could produce no specific actionable inform ation.
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N izich, M ichael A  (G O V }

F ro m :

Sent:

T o :

Cc:

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

W ednesday, February 12, 2014 9:59 P M

P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A )

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V ); Leighow , S haron W  (G O V ); K nudson, K ip C  (G O V );

thom as.h.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il;K atkus, T hom as H  (M V A )

Subject:

Re: fo llo w  up questions for review

S ent fro m  m y iP ad

O n Feb 12, 2014, at 3:10 P M , "P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A )" <m chugh.pierre@ alaska.gov> w ro te :

G ood afternoon everyone!

T hank you for your quick turnaround on the last set o f questions from  S ean C ockerham , the  M cC latchy

reporter w ho is w orking on a story about the A laska N ational G uard.

H e asked som e follow  up questions about the investigations w e have and som e o f the discipline hearings

th a t w ill be taking place.

W e have cleared the  answ ers through our national guard legal team  to  m ake sure w e do n o t jeopardize

any discipline effort.

B efore w e  send these answ ers to  the  reporter, w e w ould like your approval.

W ill you please give these a look and let us know  if you have any feedback?

T hank you very m uch fo r your support!

M cH ugh

F ro m : O lm stead, C andis M aj (M V A  sponsored)

S en t: W ednesday, F ebruary 12, 2014 10:13 AM

T o : K atkus, T om  BG  N G A K  (D M V A  S ponsored); P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A ); B ridges, Leon M  BG  U SAR M Y  N G

A K A R N G  (U S ) (leon.m .bridges.m il@ m ail.m il); Jorgensen, C athy C O L N G AK (D M V A  S ponsored); C ol

T im othy O 'B rien (tim othy.p.obrien36.m il@ m ail.m il); B ailar, S usan L C O L U SAF N G  A K A N G  (U S )

(susan.l.bailar.m il@ m ail.m il);W a w e rsik, Jane L LTC  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S )

(jane.l.w aw ersik2.m il@ m ail.m il); R upp, K aleinani S  B  (A N G )

S u b ject: *U P D A TE *C H A N G E  2 * R E: reporter update/review , please advise

DP
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· -- ,- -..

C AN D IS A. O LM STEAD , M aj, AKAN G

D irector, P ublic A ffairs

Alaska N ational G uard

D epartm ent o f M ilitary and V eterans A ffairs

D esk 907-428-6030

C ell 

PA requests: m vapublicaffairs@ alaska.gov

Alaska N ational G uard Facebook

Alaska N ational G uard Y outube
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Privacy A ct R elease Form  

PR IVA C Y A C T R ELEA SE

: ; ~ i j r  ( ~  ~ ~ -

; 'f r FEB l 9 2 ~ ; , i

; : i ~  i ~

U  ._j, I 

( .._  __ _

Please return this form  to the district o f f i c ~  nearest you) 

,_ .,.. __ . __ __


A s required by t h ~  Privacy A ct of 1974, I hereby auth<Y ize C 0.ngressm an D on Y O U tlg to obtain inform ation

fr<>m any federal governm ent records regarding m e in C ()nnection w ith m y claim  or problem .

A laska A nny N atlooill Guard

14FEB2014

T oday's D ate

907-

N am e (printed) 

Telephone N um ber

 

A ddress (street or PO  B ox) 

D ate o f B irth

 

C ity, State, Z ip 

Social Security N um ber

Em ail 

O ther C laim  N um ber (if applicable)

Ple.as_e provide a brief explanatjon o f your problem  cm d w hat specifically you are r e q u ~ t i n g  of m y office.

Please include any questions you. w ould U ke the a$ency to a n s w e r ~

I .,m ·w rttm g r.o no-. - w ith  t h e ~  cnrvlud am com m and e.ltm ateesiab& hed by the A ]jiska A rm y'N attoo;il G uatd's (AKAANG ) CQ m m ander

BC Leon M . B ridges and C hief of Staf't BG C atherin!' jo1ge1*n. The basi$ foF t h i s _~   and O O ITe$JIO nding .<;Q .m plaint is base!i upon the

auspl'ces.of A rticle r ~ .{ C o m p l a l n t s o f W T I ! l n g s  by aS enlor O IBdal) and the overall COlnli1imd c,llm ite e r ~  by dle tw o senior leaders oftbe AKARNG.

Please see the attached letter for further details related to this request

i '
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Joseph r ~ w e n d o w s k i

2· iH 3 -nrnude1h1r<I U rin -· C lm 151ak. 1\fa;ka 99.)67· P h o  1c: 

t· r :'\1 w l: 

D ate: l 4 l ~ b r n a r y  2014

T h e H onorable D o n  Y oung

U n:it.c<.I S tates R epresentative

1

f.241 B  S treet, S uite 203

A nchorage, A K  99.503

D ear R cpresentati e Y ouug:

BOI

BOI

Personnel / AS 39.25.080 / 2 AAC 07.910 / BOI / Privacy
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Personnel / AS 39.25.080 / 2 AAC 07.910 / BOI / Privacy
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N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

F ro m : 

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Sent: 

M onday, F ebruary 24, 2014 8:12 A M

To:

Subject:

K atkus, T hom as H  (M V A ); P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A ); Leighow , S haron W  (G O V )

RE: A O N  G uard article

M ike N izich

C hief of Staff

O ffice of G overnor Sean Parnell

A laska S tate C apitol B uilding

T hird F loor

Juneau, AK 99811

P H O N E : 907.465.3500

FAX: 907 .465.3532

m ike.nizich@ alaska.gov

w w w  .gov .state .a k.us

F ro m : K atkus, T hom as H  (M V A )

S e n t: S unday, F ebruary 23, 2014 7 :5 2  PM

T o : P ierre, M cH ugh (M V A ); Leighow , S haron W  (G O V )

Cc: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S u b je c t: A O N  G uard article

T his cam e out a few  ago. A D N  article from  Sean C ocheran.

http ://w w w .adn.com /2014/02/23/3 34 2734/ alaska-national-guard-m em bers.htm l#em lnl= B reaking N ew s

T H O M A S H . K A  T K U S

C om m issioner

D epartm ent o f M ilitary and V eterans' A ffairs - T he A djutant G eneral

O FFIC E : (907) 428-6006

M O B IL E : (

FA X : (907) 428-6019

E m ail:

T hom as.K atkus@ alaska.gov

or

thom as.h.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il

Sent from  electronic m obile device.

1
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

From :

Sent:

To:

Subject:

N izich , M ichael A  (G O V )

T uesday, A pril 01 , 2014 1:52 PM

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V ); P arnell, G overnor (G O V  spo nso red )

RE: A laska A rm y N ational G uard - C o rruption P art 1

If you re m e m b e r righ t as this ra n t also targets BG  Jorgensen, th e y did and said th e  sam e a b o u t BG  M c M anus .....

M ike N izich

C hief o f S taff

O ffice o f G overnor S ean P arnell

Alaska S tate C apito l B uilding

Th ird Floor

Juneau, AK 99811

PH O N E : 907.465.3500

FAX: 907 .465 .3532

m lke.nlzlch@ alaska.gov

w w w  .gov .state .a k. us

F ro m : S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

Sent: T uesday, A pril 01, 2014 1 :47 PM

T o: P arnell, G overnor (G O V  sponsored); N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S u b ject: FW : A laska A rm y N ational G uard - C orruption P art 1

T his is n o t helpful to  th e  cause, th e  assessm ent o r th e  m o rale o f o u r N ation al G uard. 

C indlJ Sim a

f Ch.ooae& .pect

D eputy C hief o f S taff

D irector o f In tern atio n al Trade

O ffice o f G overnor Sean P arnell

550 W est i" A venue , Suite 1700

A nchorage, Alaska 99501

PH O N E : 907 .269 .7450

FAX : 907 .269.7463

cindy.sim s@ alaska.gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ollow  the G overnor on F acebook

F ro m : W histle B low er [m ailto:akarngw histleblow er@ gm a il.com ]

Sent: S aturday, M arch 29, 2014 08:30 PM  E astern S tandard T im e

T o: D oehl, B ob (B egich); K aplan, G reg (M urkow ski); S enator.C harlie.H uggins@ akleg.gov

< S enator .C harlie.H uggins@ akleg.gov> ; governor@ gov .state.ak. us < governor@ gov .state.ak. us> ;

ng.ncr.arng.m bx.ngb-ig@ m ail.m il < ng.ncr.arng.m bx.ngb-ig@ m ail.m il> ; scott.griffith@ va.gov

1
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< scott.griffith@ va.gov> ; scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com  < scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com  >;

thom as.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il < thom as.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il>

S ubject: Alaska A rm y N ational G uard - C orruption P art 1

TO : A ll C oncerned Parties

FR O M : C oncerned G roup of A laska A rm y N ational G uard M em bers

SU B JEC T: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 1)

First and forem ost w e as a group w ould like to start off by explaining w hy there are no nam es

taking credit for this correspondence. It is not because w e do not w ish to expose our nam es or

have som eone interview  us. M ainly, it is for our protection. U nder current state law  there is a

provision that protects anyone w ho w ishes to report any w rong doing. A laska Statute 39.25.80

is the statute that affords this right, how ever, under the current adm inistration w ithin the A laska

A rm y N ational G uard there is no protection for anyone w ho chooses to speak out. O ur group

consists of m ore than 10 Soldiers and A irm en from  all ranks w ho w ant to see changes. W e are

going to be sending out em ails like this one over the next several w eeks in the hopes that it w ill

affect change, help the Soldier's that do not have a voice, and the ones that have com e forw ard

and nothing has been done.

In our first release w e are going to be discussing som e issues that have been brought to the

attention of Senator M ark B egich, Senator M urkow ski, C ongressm an D on Y oung, G overnor

Parnell, State Senator H iggins, N ational G uard B ureau IG , D epartm ent of the A rm y (D A ) IG ,

and D epartm ent of D efense IG . A ll of these reports of concern have been returned to M G

K atkus, B G  B ridges, and B G  Jorgensen. T his w ould be the norm al protocol in these types of

cases, how ever, they are the subject of these reports. They are covering up their actions, and the

actions of officers directly under their com m and authority. O n W ednesday 26 M arch 2014 G ov

Parnell publically acknow ledged that there are concerns w ithin the A K A N G  and has asked for a

special investigation by N G B . This is long overdue. H opefully this w ill add to w hat is being

looked into by the N G B  team  and brings to light other issues along w ith how  sexual assault

cases are being handled in the State.

Part 1 w ill consist of illegal hiring practices and Equal O pportunity M isconduct.

2
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There are m ore instances that w e can point to w here the senior leadership o f the

AKAR N G  has failed to do w hat is right due to  either their lack o f desire to, fear o f reprisals, or

their ow n neglect. W e are prepared to  send m ore em ails w ith detailed inform ation about the

possible im proprieties, nam es and contact inform ation o f w itnesses w ho m ight be w illing to

talk if they can be assured that they w ill not be retaliated against, and som ething w ill actually

happen to help resolve the issues.

BG Jorgensen is a com m on nam e that you w ill see in alm ost every com plaint that is

going to com e out w hen N G B actually gets the truth from  S oldiers. H ere is a piece of

inform ation that m ost people do not know  or understand. She is actively violating assignm ent

policy, prom otions, and evaluations. O ver the past year there w ere several LTC's (05) that

w ere eligible for CO L (06). Instead o f prom otion based on eligibility, position, or authority she

3
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utilized her position as the C hief o f S taff to  prom ote people that support her regim e. A  CO L

w as m oved out o f his position on paper only, a LTC w as m oved into his vacated position. As

soon as this took affect the C hief o f S taff ensured that his prom otion orders w ere

published. Then she m oved all o f the parties back to  their positions. She cited vacancy

prom otion authority as her reasoning for the prom otion because no one w as aw are o f the

paperw ork shuffle she did. H ow ever, due to  several key people talking about the m oves it

cam e to  the attention o f several eligible 05. To verify this w as actually done you can contact

LTC Joseph Law endow ski, M SG  John P hlegar, CO L Thom pson, and C W 4 K ostoff. A ll ofthese

people have personal know ledge th a t this is an issue and has been reported to  D A IG .

. O ver the past year there have been very public cases involving sexual assault, sexual

harassm ent, or failures by C om m ands to  do w hat is right for the victim s. The AKAR N G  has not

, been exem pt from  this. In 2013 R et. LTC K enneth B laylock w rote a 12 page report detailing

num erous allegations concerning the AKAN G . S everal key leaders w ere nam ed as either being

guilty o f illegal sexual conduct, failing to  protect victim s o f sexual assault, or turning a blind eye

to  accusations because o f their connection to the alleged violator. W e as a group can attest

that there is som e truth to  w hat R et L TC B laylock w rote and there are even m ore concerns

than he w as even aw are of. W e are not going to release the nam es o f the victim s in our em ails

because this is a private ordeal that they have had to  live through. If and w hen an

investigating team  com es to  A laska w e w ill ensure that the nam es o f victim s and violators

m akes it to  the right people.

H ere is a list o f things to  com e:

Illegal prom otions

Inappropriate O fficer/N C O  R elationships

Inappropriate relationships betw een S enior NCO  and dependent spouse

Inappropriate R elationship betw een AKAR N G  and APO

Fraud W aste and A buse o f governm ent assets to include fraud

H ostile W ork E nvironm ent

D ereliction o f D uty (M SG  through BG )

R espectfully,

AKAN G  W histle B low er's
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· W eekend E dition6:00 am  to 10:00 am

M enu Schedule L inks

T V  SC H E D U L E  R A D IO  SC H E D U L E

Signal Status

T here are currently no events to display.

JE nter Search Term s I s e a r c ~  I

M ake a C o n trib u tio n  ill

~  H A R V E S

~  _ ! W I N E S  

16TH  A N N U A L

Friday O cto ber 10 @  7 p.m .

Investigation O f A laska N ational G uard Sexual A ssault

A llegations U nderw ay

B y Liz R uskin. A PR N  I A pril 2, 2014

L ike S hare O ne person likes th is. S ign U p to see w hat your friends like .

T he head o f the federal N ational G uard B ureau says the investigation now  underw ay into allegations o f sexual assault and harassm ent

w ithin the A laska N ational G uard should not be hidden aw ay.

G eneral Frank G rass. (D epartm ent o f

D efense photo)

In response to questions from  Sen . L isa M urkow ski at a congressional hearing this m orning, G eneral Frank G rass said investigators from  the

B ureau's O ffice o f C om plex Investigations are on the case.

"W hat w e've done at the request o f the state is sent up an investigation team , about three w eeks ago," G eneral G rass said. "W e're looking at

a broad brush o f com plaints and w e'll do the analysis."

"I'm  free to com e brief you in m ore detail on w here w e're at on that and how  m uch tim e it m ight take."

M urkow ski accepted the general's offer but says the outcom e o f the investigation should be transparent to rem ove the cloud hanging over

the A laska N ational G uard. G en. G rass agreed, although he said the report w ould go to the governor.

Som e o f the allegations date back as far as 2010.

http://w w w .alaskapublic.org/2014/04/02/investigation-of-alaska-national-guard-sexual-ass... 10/5/2014
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

To:

Subject:

M ik e  N izich

C hief o f S taff

O ffice o f G overnor S ean P arnell

A laska S tate C apitol B uilding

Third Floor

Juneau , AK 99811

PH O N E : 907 .465 .3500

FAX : 907.465 .3532

m ike .nlzlch@ alaska .gov

w w w  .gov .state .a k.us

F ro m : S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

M onday, A p ril 07 , 2014 4:06 P M

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

RE: A laska A rm y N ationa l G uard C orruption (part 2)

Sent: M onday, A pril 07, 2014 3:48 PM

To: 'R ofrano, C hristian A  C O L U S A R M Y  N G  N G B (U S )'; G arske, W ilton S  (S cott) M G  U S A R M Y  JS O O C S  (U S )

C c: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S u b ject: FW : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (p a rt 2)

G ood afternoon  ... a n e w  em ail w as received o ve r th e  w eekend fro m  this group.

C1ndl] Sim a

!Ch.O O lle& .pect

D eputy Ch ief o f S taff

D irecto r o f In tern atio n al Trade

O ffice o f G overn o r Sean  P arnell

550 W est ih A venue, S uite 1700

A nchorage, Alaska 99501

PH O N E : 907 .269 .7450

FAX : 907.269.7463

cindy.sim s@ a laska .gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ollow  th e  G overnor on F acebook

Fro m : W histle B low er [m ailto:akarngw histleblow er@ gm all.com ]

Sent: S unday, A pril 06, 2014 11:02 PM

T o : B ob_ D oehl@ begich.senate.gov; G reg_K aplan@ m urkow ski.senate.gov; H uggins, C harlie (LA A ); G overnor S ean P arnell

(G O V sponsored); ng.ncr.arng.m bx.ngb-ig@ m ail.m il; scott.griffith@ va.gov; scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com ;

thom as.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il

S u b ject: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (p a rt 2)

1
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TO : A ll C oncerned Parties

FR O M : C oncerned G roup of A laska A rm y N ational G uard M em bers

SU B JEC T: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2)

There are rum ors that there are questions being asked about w hat has been occurring in the State of A laska, the

conduct of B G  B ridges and B G  Jorgensen, and other key leaders. This is a w elcom ed change to the corrupt

chain of supporters w ho have been keeping this from  the public.

So this w eek w e are going to add to w hat needs to be looked at and addressed. T his w eek our concerns are on

the Fraud, W aste, and A buse of m ilitary resources and m anpow er, and the 49th G M D . A ccording to the

D epartm ent of D efense O ffice of Inspector G eneral these things are defined:

Fraud - a type of illegal act involving the obtaining of som ething of value through w illful m isrepresentation.

W aste - involves the taxpayers not receiving reasonable value for m oney in connection w ith any governm ent

funded activities due to an inappropriate act or om ission by players w ith control over or access to governm ent

resources.

A buse - involves behavior that is deficient or im proper w hen com pared w ith behavior that a prudent person

w ould consider reasonable and necessary business practice given the facts and circum stances.
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R espectfully,

AKAN G  W histle B low er's
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

From :

Sent:

To:

C c:

Subject:

T hanks C indy - g o t it.

C hris

R ofrano, C hristian A  C O L U S A R M Y  N G  N G B  (U S) <christian.a .rofrano.m il@ m ail.m il>

M onday, A pril 07, 2014 4:06 P M

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V ); G arske, W ilton S  (S cott) M G  U S A R M Y  JS O C JC S (U S)

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

R e: A laska A rm y N ationa l G uard C orruption (part 2)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

F ro m : S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V ) [m ailto:cindy.sim s@ alaska.gov]

S en t: M onday, A pril 07, 2014 11:48 PM  C oordinated U niversal T im e

T o : R ofrano, C hristian A  C O L U S A R M Y  N G  N G B (U S ); G arske, W ilton S  (S cott) M G  U S A R M Y  JS O O C S  (U S )

C c: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V ) < m ike.nizich@ alaska.gov>

S u b ject: FW : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (p a rt 2)

G ood a fte rn o o n  ... a n e w  em ail w as received o ve r th e  w eekend fro m  th is group.

C1nd13Stma

I Cb.00tte R e.pect

D epu ty Ch ief o f S taff

D irecto r o f In tern a tional Trade

O ffice o f G overnor Sean  Parnell

550 W est ih A venue, S uite 1700

A nchorage, Alaska 99501

PH O N E : 907.269.7450

FAX: 907.269 .7463

clndy.sim s@ alaska.gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ollow  th e  G overnor on Facebook

F ro m : W histle B low er [m ailto:akarngw histleblow er@ gm ail.com ]

S en t: S unday, A pril 06, 2014 11:02 PM

T o : B ob_D oehl@ begich.senate.gov; G reg_K aplan@ m urkow ski.senate.gov; H uggins, C harlie (LA A ); G overnor S ean P arnell

(G O V sponsored); ng . ncr .arng.m bx.ngb-ig@ m ail.m il; scott.griffith@ va.gov; scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com ;

thom as.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il

S u b ject: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2)

TO : A ll C oncerned Parties

FR O M : C oncerned G roup o f A laska A rm y N ational G uard M em bers

SU B JE C T : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2)

1
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T here are rum ors that there are questions being asked about w hat has been occurring in the State o f A laska, the

conduct o f B G  B ridges and B G  Jorgensen, and other key leaders. T his is a w elcom ed change to the corrupt

chain o f supporters w ho have been keeping this from  the public.

So this w eek w e are going to add to w hat needs to be looked at and addressed. T his w eek our concerns are on

the Fraud, W aste, and A buse o f m ilitary resources and m anpow er, and the 49th G M D . A ccording to the

D epartm ent of D efense O ffice o f Inspector G eneral these things are defined:

Fraud - a type o f illegal act involving the obtaining o f som ething of value through w illful m isrepresentation.

W aste - involves the taxpayers not receiving reasonable value for m oney in connection w ith any governm ent

funded activities due to an inappropriate act or om ission by players w ith control over or access to governm ent

resources.

A buse - involves behavior that is deficient or im proper w hen com pared w ith behavior that a prudent person

w ould consider reasonable and necessary business practice given the facts and circum stances.
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R espectfully,

AKAN G  W histle B low er's
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

K atkus, T hom as H  M G  U S A R M Y  N G  A K A R N G (U S )< thom as.h.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il>

T uesday, A pril 0$, 2014 4:07 P M

To: 

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Subject: 

Fw : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption  (part 2) (U N C LA S S IFIE D )

M ike

H ere is a bit o f inform ation from  th e m ost recen t anonym ous e-m ail.

I w ill have m ore as w e continue to expend effort to ru n  an o n y m o u s allegations to ground.

T H O M A S H . K A T K U S

M G , A K A R N G

D ep artm en t o f M ilitary an d  V eterans' A ffairs - T he A djutant G eneral

O F F IC E : (907) 4 2 8 -6 0 0 6

M O B IL E : 

D SN : (317) 3 8 4 -4 0 5 0

FA X : (907) 4 2 8 -6 0 1 9

E m ail:

thom as.h.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il

o r

T hom as.K atkus@ alaska.gov

----- O riginal M essage -----

F rom : W ille, D avid R  C O L  U SA F N G  A K A N G  (U S)

S ent: T uesday, A pril 08, 2 0 1 4  03:23 PM

T o: K atkus, T h o m as H  M G  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)

S ubject: F W : A laska A rm y N ational G u ard  C orruption  (part 2) (U N C L A SSIFIE D )

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

S ir,

V R

D A V ID  R . W IL L E , C olonel, U SA F

A laska N ational G u ard  IG

O fc (907)428-6060

B B  (907)854-1775

-----O riginal M essage-----

F rom : W ille, D avid R  C O L  U SA F N G  A K A N G  (U S)

S ent: T uesday, A pril 0 8 , 2 0 1 4  11: 13 A M

T o: Ivester, T erry A  C O L  U SA R M Y  N G  N G B  (U S)

1
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C c: B yrd, H arold C  C IV  N G  N G B  (U S)

S ubject: R E: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2) (U N C LA SSIFIED )

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

V R /

D A V ID  R . W ILLE, C olonel, U SA F

A laska N ational G uard IG

O fc (907)428-6060

B B  (907)854-1775

-----O riginal M essage-----

From : Ivester, T erry A  C O L U SA R M Y  N G  N G B  (U S)

S ent: T uesday, A pril 08, 2014 5:58 A M

To: W ille, D avid R  C O L U SA F N G  A K A N G  (U S)

S ubject: FW : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2) (U N C LA SSIFIED )

C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

D ave,

v /r

T erry

C O L T erry A . Ivester

D eputy Inspector G eneral

N ational G uard B ureau

(703) 607-2483

D SN  327-2483

FO R  O FFIC IA L  U SE  O N LY  - IN SPE C T O R  G EN ER A L SEN SITIV E  IN FO R M A TIO N  : T he inform ation contained

in this e-m ail an d  any accom panying attachm ents m ay contain Inspector G eneral sensitive inform ation,

w hich is protected from  m andatory disclosure under 5 U SC  §552. M atters w ithin IG  records are often pre-
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decisional in nature and do not represent final approved D A  policy. D issem ination is prohibited except as

authorized under A R  20-1. D o not release outside of D A  channels w ithout prior authorization from  T he

Inspector G eneral. If you are not the intended recipient of this inform ation, any disclosure, copying,

distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on this inform ation is prohibited. If you received this e-

m ail in error, please notify m e im m ediately by return e-m ail or by calling (703) 607-2483 .

From : W histle B low er [m ailto:akam gw histleblow er@ gm ail.com ]

Sent: S unday, A pril 06, 2014 11:02 PM

To: B ob_D oehl@ begich.senate.gov; G reg_K aplan@ m urkow ski.senate.gov; H uggins, C harlie (LA A ); G overnor

S ean P arnell (G O V  sponsored); ng.ncr.am g.m bx.ngb-ig@ m ail.m il; scott.griffith@ va.gov;

scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com  <m ailto:scockerham @ m cclatchydc.com > ; thom as.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il

Subject: A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2)

TO : A ll C oncerned P arties

FR O M : C oncerned G roup of A laska A rm y N ational G uard M em bers

SU B JE C T : A laska A rm y N ational G uard C orruption (part 2)

T here are rum ors th at there are questions being asked about w hat h as been occurring in the S tate of A laska,

the conduct of B G  B ridges and B G  Jorgensen, an d  other key leaders. T his is a w elcom ed change to the

corrupt chain of supporters w ho have been keeping this from  the public.

So this w eek w e are going to add to w hat needs to be looked at and addressed. T his w eek our concerns are on

the F raud , W aste, and A buse of m ilitary resources and m anpow er, and the 49th G M D . A ccording to the

D epartm ent of D efense O ffice of Inspector G eneral these things are defined:

F raud - a type of illegal act involving the obtaining of som ething of value through w illful m isrepresentation.

W aste - involves the taxpayers not receiving reasonable value for m oney in connection w ith any governm ent

funded activities due to an  inappropriate act or om ission by players w ith control over or access to governm ent

resources.

A buse - involves behavior th at is deficient or im proper w hen com pared w ith behavior that a prudent person

w ould consider reasonable and necessary business practice given the facts and circum stances.
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R espectfully,

A K A N G  W histle B low er's

C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E
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C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

C lassification: U N  C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E
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N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

T o :

Subject:

T H O M A S  H . K A TK U S

M G , A K A R N G

K atkus, T hom as H  M G  U S A R M Y  N G  A K A R N G (U S )< thom as.h.katkus.m il@ m ail.m il>

T hursday, June 26, 2014 2:25 P M

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Fw : P E R S O N A L A N D  C O N F ID E N T IA L

D e p a rtm e n t o f M ilita ry and V e te ra n s' A ffairs -The A d ju ta n t G eneral

O FFIC E : (907) 428-6006

M O B ILE :

D S N : (317) 384-4050

FA X : (907) 428-6019

E m ail:

th o m a s .h .ka tku s.m il@ m a il.m il

o r

T hom as.K atkus@ alaska.gov

F ro m : M athew  B. Tully, Esq. [m ailto:m tully@ 18881aw 41ife.com ]

S en t: W ednesday, June 25, 2014 02:26 PM

To: K atkus, Thom as H  M G  U SAR M Y NG  AKAR N G  (U S)

S u b ject: PER SO N AL AN D  C O N FID E N TIA L

M G  T om  K atkus,

F or your situational aw areness, as the start o f the investigation(s) into m isconduct by senior A laska N ational

G uard leaders has only begun (I suspect this w ill turn into "R apegate" - a scandal that w ill capture A laska and

possibly "low er 48" m edia attention after L abor D ay as w e roll into the G overnor's election cycle about how

"w eekend w arriors'" can pull the m ost private/secretive inform ation about any civilian w ithout any C ourt order

-a scandal that w ill be m ore personal and factual than anything the people in A laska have to w orry about w ith

the N S A ), I w anted to ensure you know  that the  fam ily insists that I turn over every rock, hold no

prisoners, and do w hatever is necessary to defend their honor but that I do not call for your resignation or

otherw ise directly ridicule you. Y our relationship w ith both the boy ( ) and his father is a personal and

lengthy one that I don't understand nor appreciate.

T hey only called in the "big guns" (m y law  firm ), bet their hom es (i.e. paym ent for m y legal fees), and took the

"take no prisoners" approach after 

. T hose actions w ere the proverbial nuclear bom b dropped on the G um  fam ily that brought w ith it sham e
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and dishonor that could not be allow ed to go w ithout being countered. M y scorched earth operations w ill not

end as long as the nuclear option is being used against the  fam ily.

B ased on that inform ation, the hypocrisy of m e then going after you (the ultim ate "Judge" in this situation) to

tarnish your nam e and im pact your full tim e em ploym ent is not lost on them . H ow ever, don't confuse the

loyalty the  fam ily has for you personally as m y being m uzzled from  very publicly dem anding that 

 be "relieved for cause". In m y opinion,  's lack of judgm ent in how  he handled this m atter

is unfitting of C om m and -w hether you and the G overnor continue to support him  after you are m ade aw are of

these facts is a valid public discussion for Septem ber/O ctober/N ovem ber.

A s I w ill "officially" notify the State A ttorney G eneral shortly, it is not too late for us to w alk aw ay, m y client

w ill sign a confidentiality agreem ent and forget this w hole situation ever happened (i.e. not seek attorney

fees/dam ages, etc.). A ll that he asks for in return is that he be left alone and be allow ed to progress in the A G R

program  until he can retire. A pplying risks vs rew ards to this situation, that offer should be a "no brainer".

T his com m unication isn't m eant as any type of form al or official notice, just a short and inform al m issive to a

friend of the  fam ily to explain that despite the w ording of letters/em ails from  a D C  m ilitary justice

pow erhouse law yer, cooler heads can/w ill prevail - how ever. .. the tim e is lim ited to reaching a

settlem ent. O nce the "cat is out of the bag" this w ill be all or nothing for everybody involved. This problem  is

still being 'kept w ithin the fam ily' so to speak, no law suits have been filed, no public records exist that prevent

this entire situation from  disappearing. M y client is eager to m ake this all disappear if you w ish ...

R egards,

M at

Personal cell phone 

M athew  B. Tully, Esq.

FO U N D IN G  PARTNER

m tully@ fedattorney.com

L!) 

l " " ~ ~ - - - -

815 C onnecticut A venue N W  - S uite 720 I W ashington, DC 20006

{202) 787-1900 P hone I (202) 640-2059 Fax

w w w .fe d a tto rn e y.com  ~ ~ ~ I fx:j ~ ~ ~

C o n fid e n tia lity/ P rivilege N otice: This transm ission, includin g attachm ents, is in tended solely for the use o f the designated recipient(s). Th is transm ission m ay contain

inform ation that is confidential and/or privileged o r otherw ise protected from  disclosure. The use or disclosure o f the inform ation  conta ined in this tra nsm ission for

any purpose other than th a t intended by its tran sm ittal is strictly prohibited. If you are n o t an intended recipient o f this transm ission, please im m ediately destroy all

copies received and notify the sender.
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V )

F ro m :

Sent:

T o:

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

F riday, June 27, 2014 4:47 P M

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Subject: Fw d: R esignation d e m a n d  (U N C LA S S IFIE D )

Sent from  C indy's iPhone

B egin forw arded m essage:

F rom : "W aw ersik, Jane L  L T C  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)"

< jane.l.w aw ersik2.m il@ m ail.m il>

D ate: June 27, 2014, 7:04:19 P M  E D T

T o: "cindy.sim s@ alaska.gov" < cindy.sim s@ alaska.gov>

Subject: FW : R esignation dem and (U N C L A SSIF IE D )

C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E

M s. Sim s,

See below .

L  T C  W aw ersik

-----O riginal M essage-----

From :  U SA R M Y  (U S)

Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 2:22 PM

T o: W aw ersik, Jane L  L T C  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G  (U S)

Subject: Fw : R esignation dem and

L  T C  W aw ersik,

Please inform  the com m and o f this em ail.

From : M athew  B . T ully, E sq.[m ailto:m tully@ 1888law 4life.com ]

Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 09:07 P M  C oordinated U niversal T im e

T o:  U SA R M Y  (U S); V anison, G regory E  C PT  U SA R M Y  N G  A K A R N G

(U S)

Subject: R esignation dem and
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Please consider this em ail a form al report of unlaw ful conduct by m em bers of the A laska

N ational G uard pursuant to 10 U SC  1034 on behalf of .

rts

ute

on

the

 "  ate

nt

at

  a

the

ell

rt rly

er

Y ou are hereby advised that should the A laska N ational G uard continue to know ingly use the

aforem entioned confidential crim inal justice inform ation, you m ay be* subject to civil liability

dam ages as allow ed by A laska Statute 12.62.200(a) w hich reads in relevant part "a person w hose

crim inal justice inform ation has been ... used in know ing violation o f this chapter or a regulation

adopted under this chapter m ay bring an action for dam ages in the superior court" (em phasis

added).

C ontinued unlaw ful disclosure of such docum ents w ith regard to A R  15-6 report O R

the allege  (w ho has been clearly identified by nam e in additional to other

confidential/personal inform ation) shall likely be interpreted as know ing and unlaw ful violation

of the law  and cause for adverse legal action*.

*A s m y law  licenses do not extend to the state of A laska, m y interpretation of A laska state law  is

not as a m atter o f legal fact, but rather educated legal know ledge.

C onsider yourself duly advised of such facts and proceed accordingly w ith such know ledge.
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I, on behalf o f , hereby dem and of you and your C om m and the follow ing:

A  full audit o f personnel w ho did or could have seen this unlaw fully obtained report;

T he rem oval o f the personnel w ho have seen this unlaw fully obtained report from

rendering any decision on or being involved in the proposed penalties for the alleged violations

contained in the full A R  15-6 investigative findings;

T hat the unlaw fully obtained report and all copies (physical and digital) shall be

im m ediately returned to the control of a law  enforcem ent officer (due to our intention to initiate

litigation w ith you nam ed as the defendant, I certainly encourage you to consult an attorney prior

to destroying any records or deleting any digital copies to prevent the spoliation of evidence);

and

U pon com pletion of the above, that I receive confirm ation that no other unlaw fully

obtained records exist in the hands of non-A laska State certified law  enforcem ent personnel.

Furtherm ore, I am  dem anding under separate cover that M G  K atkus conduct an A R  15-6

investigation into your conduct, C PT  V  anison' s conduct/perform ance, and determ ine how

confidential law  enforcem ent inform ation about an alleged  w as obtained by a

'w eekend w arrior' outside the scope of his em ploym ent/investigative authority. G iven the

serious nature o f these allegations, the need for a com plex investigation and the im pact it could

have on 's trust in local law  enforcem ent reporting (ie any w eekend w arrior

can w alk in and learn the m ost intim idate details of their sex lifes w ith nothing m ore than an

'appointm ent order' that doesn't even allow  access to civilian police files or pertain to

m isconduct involving civilians and have those details freely and w idely distributed in N ational

G uard circles), I am  under separate cover filing a report o f m isconduct/unlaw ful activities w ith

the Inspector G eneral.

nd

of 

as

xic

the

et

ase n't

of
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lly

the
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3

Document ID: 0.7.798.5097 Page 3 of 5 OGNG-000654



I hereby call on your im m ediate resignation as the B rigade C om m ander. If you do not resign

your C om m and, I w ill exercise m y rights under the 1st A m endm ent to publicly call upon the

C om m ander in C hief of the A laska N ational G uard to relieve you for cause. B y separate

com m unication to the A laska A ttorney G eneral, I am  placing them  on notice of our intent to

com m ence a 42 U SC  1983 action against you in your personal capacity as w ell as every other

individual w ho knew  or should have know n that obtaining, possessing, and distributing of

confidential civilian sexual assault victim  inform ation in this case w as not in accordance w ith the

rights afforded under the U nited States C onstitution and applicable law , rules, and regulations or

even covered by your appointm ent orders/com petent law ful authority.

In all m y years in the m ilitary and as a civilian m ilitary crim inal defense attorney, I have never

been so disturbed by the deliberate indifference and lack of com m on sense by so m any in one

com m and.

I w ill also inform  you that this is only the first in a series of allegations of m isconduct that w e

w ill disclose in due course. A s the saying goes this isn't the strongest, best, or m ost pow erful

arrow  in our quiver just m erely the first one in w hich w e w ill use but be assured that this is the

'tip of the iceberg' of 10 U SC  1034 reporting. It is m erely being disclosed first/quickly to

m itigate dam ages and place you and others on 'notice' per A S 12.62.200(a).

Sincerely,

M athew  B . T ully, Esq.

FO U N D IN G  PA R T N E R

m tully@ fedattorney.com  <m ailto:m tully@ fedattorney.com >

D escription: Federal E m ploym ent Law yers -T ully R inckey PLLC

<http://w w w .fedattom ey.com />

815 C onnecticut A  venue N W  - Suite 720 I W ashington, D C  20006

(202) 787-1900 Phone I (202) 640-2059 Fax w w w .fedattom ey.com

<http://w w w .fedattom ey.com /> D escription: http://tw itter.com /tullylegal

<http://tw itter.com /tullylegal> D escription: http://w w w .facebook.com /T ullyL egal

<http://w w w .facebook.com /T ullyL egal> D escription:

http://w w w .linkedin.com /com panies/tully-rinckey-pllc

<http://w w w .linkedin.com /com panies/tully-rinckey-pllc> D escription:

http://w w w .youtube.com /tullylegal <http://w w w .youtube.com /tullylegal> D escription:

http://w w w .govloop.com /profile/T ullyR inckeyPL L C

<http://w w w .govloop.com /profile/T ullyR inckeyPL L C >

C onfidentiality I Privilege N otice: This transm ission, including attachm ents, is intended solely
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for the use of the designated recipient(s). T his transm ission m ay contain inform ation that is

confidential and/or privileged or otherw ise protected from  disclosure. T he use or disclosure of

the inform ation contained in this transm ission for any purpose other than that intended by its

transm ittal is strictly prohibited. If you are not an intended recipient o f this transm ission, please

im m ediately destroy all copies received and notify the sender.

C lassification: U N C L A SSIFIE D

C aveats: N O N E
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N izich , M ich ael A  (G O V }

From :

B uck, M argaret S  G  (G O V )

Sent:

To:

Friday, S eptem ber 05, 2014 12:42 P M

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Subject:

FW : FW : D M V A  Trenches (H igh P riority)

Im portance: 

M eg B uck

I Choose Respect

A ssistant to the C hief of Staff

O ffice of G overnor Sean P arnell

P .O . B ox 110001

Juneau, A K  99811

P: 907-465-3500

F: 907-465-3532

m argaret.buck@ alaska.gov

http://w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ollow  the G overnor on Facebook!

H igh

F ro m : G overnor S ean P arnell (G O V  sponsored)

S en t: F riday, S eptem ber 05, 2014 12:28 PM

To: B uck, M argaret S  G  (G O V )

C c: R obinson, B enjam in A  (G O V )

S u b ject: FY I: FW : D M V A  T renches (H igh P riority)

Im p o rtan ce: H igh

FYI fo r C O S regarding N atio nal G ua rd . I ca n n o t log this as a case due to  th e  lack o f constitu e n t in fo rm a tio n .

M e g a n  R . W a ll

O ffice  o f G o ve rn o r S ea n P a rn e ll

A laska S tate C apitol

Juneau, A laska 99811

Ph o n e : (907) 465-3500

Fax: (907) 465 -3532

m egan.w all@ alaska.gov

w w w .g o v.state.ak.us

F ro m : S  [m ailto: ]

S en t: F riday, S eptem ber 05, 2014 3:37 AM

To: P arnell, S ean R  (G O V )

S u b ject: D M V A  T renches

1

BOI

Document ID: 0.7.798.5011 Page 1 of 2 OGNG-000657

www
http://www.gov


Are you a Techie? G et Y our Free Tech Em ail Address N ow ! Visit http://w w w .TechEm ail.com
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N izich. M ich ael A  (G O V )

Fro m :

Sent:

T o:

Subject:

A ttachm ents:

FYI

Ctnd:g S1m .s

I Ch.oare & .pect

D eputy C hief o f S taff

D irector o f In tern ational Trade

O ffice of G overn or Sean P arnell

550 W est i h A venue, S uite 1700

A nchorage, A laska 99501

PH O N E : 907.269 .7450

FAX : 907 .269 .7463

cindy.sim s@ a laska.gov

w w w .gov.state .ak.us

F ollow  th e  G overnor on F acebook

Fro m : S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

Sim s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

Friday, S eptem be r 05, 2014 3:46 PM

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

FW : G uard investigation

PR 14-149 G overnor R eleases N ational G uard R eport A djutant G eneral O ut.pdf

Sent: Friday, S eptem ber 05, 2014 3:43 PM

T o: ' '

S u b ject: R E: G uard investigation

T hank you fo r taking th e  tim e  to  w rite and share yo u r thoughts and concerns. I w ill be sure G overnor P arnell sees your

em ail.

P lease be assured th a t G overnor P arnell's request fo r G eneral K atkus' resignation is just one part o f this e ffo rt and w e

are com m itted  to  seeing this through com pletely. I have attached the press release G overnor P arnell put o u t yesterday,

w hich also has a link to  th e  full report. If you have n o t done so, I encourage you to  read the press release as you w ill see

the G overnor's w ords th a t this "w ill include fu rth e r staffing changes."

This thorough assessm ent has provided us a starting point to  go after the problem s w ithin  the A laska N ational G uard.

W e are w orking to  assem ble the right team  o f people to  fu rth e r look into th e  findings presented and to  start w orking

through the recom m endations. I am  confident this process and the continuing changes w ill m ake our A laska N ational

G uard b e tte r and stronger.

W e take your concerns and statem ents in yo u r em ail very seriously, and I appreciate yo u r candor w ith  us. If you w ish to

talk on the phone, I am  alw ays available. Y ou can reach m e at our office line o r m y cell phone is . W e have so

m any w onderful people w orking w ithin o u r G uard and w e are com m itted to  restoring the tru st in leadership w ithin the

G uard th a t you each deserve. Y ou have o u r w ord th a t w e w ill not stop!

As I stated earlier, feel free to  call m e if you have any fu rth e r questions o r concerns.

1
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Take care,

Cindy

C1nd13Sim s

I Ch006e.& .pect

D ep uty Chief of Staff

D irector o f Intern ational Trade

O ffice of G overn or Sean Parnell

550 W est ih A ve nue, S uite 1700

A ncho rage, A laska 99501

PH O N E : 907 .269 .7450

FAX: 907 .269 .7463

cindy.sim s@ alaska .gov

w w w  .gov ,state.a k.us

Follow  the G overnor on F a q ~ b o o k

F ro m :  [m ailto: ]

Sent: Friday, S eptem ber OS, 2014 10:51 AM

To: Sim s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

S u b ject: G uard investigation
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P aul D . W eber

P alm er
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N izich, M ichael A  (G O V }

F ro m : 

N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

Sent: 

To : 

T uesday, S eptem ber 09 , 2014 4 :40 P M

S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

Subject: 

R E: C O N FID E N TIA L

W e have tw o  a ir guard and a rm y guard

M ike N izich

C hief o f S taff

O ffice o f G overnor S ean P arnell

A laska S tate C apitol B uilding

T hird F loor

Juneau , A K  9 9 8 1 1

PH O N E : 907.465 .3500

FAX : 907 .465 .3532

m ike.nizich@ alaska .gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

From : S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

S en t: T uesday, S eptem ber 09, 2014 3:06 PM

T o: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S u b ject: R E : C O N F ID E N T IA L

W h o is o u r assistant TA G ?

C111dlJ Sim a

I CbOOlle R ettped

D ep u ty C h ie f o f S ta ff

D irecto r o f In te rn a tio n a l T rad e

O ffice of G overn or Sean  P arnell

550 W est ih A venue , S uite 1700

A nchorage, A laska 99501

P H O N E : 907 .269 .7450

FAX: 907.269.7463

cindy.sim s@ alaska.gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ollow  th e  G overnor on F acebook

From : N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S en t: T uesday, S eptem ber 09, 2014 3 :0 4  PM

T o: S im s, C ynthia M  (G O V )

S u b ject: FW : C O N F ID E N T IA L

 see A G 's n o te  b e lo w

M ike N izich

C hief o f S taff

O ffice o f G overnor S ean P arnell

1
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A laska S tate C apitol B uilding

Third F loor

Juneau, AK 99811

PH O N E: 907.465 .3500

FAX: 907.465 .3532

m ike.nizich@ alaska.gov

w w w .gov.state.ak.us

F ro m : G eraghty, M ichael C  (LA W )

Sent: Tuesday, S eptem ber 09, 2014 12:04 PM

To: N izich, M ichael A  (G O V )

S ubject: C O N FID E N TIA L

M ichael C . G erag h ty

A laska A ttorney G eneral

S tate of A laska , D epartm ent of Law

1031 W . Fourth A ve . S te. 200

A nchorage , A K  99501

907 .269.5100
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