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STUDENT ACTIVITIES PROGRAM

The Board of Education recognizes that a student activities program offered as an adjunct to the regular instructional program fulfills educational objectives that are not adequately served through formal courses of study.  The purposes of an activity program are to foster engagement in the school community and academic program, to help meet the leisure, recreational, social and emotional interests and needs of all students, and to provide opportunities for students to build desirable qualities of character.  Activities should promote teamwork, discipline, sportsmanship, responsibility, citizenship, leadership, confidence, character, courage, honesty, optimism, perseverance, respect and cooperation and understanding between social and ethnic groups.  The health and welfare of participants and their academic achievement will be considered in the conduct of any activity. The goal of the Juneau School District is to maximize equitable participation by the maximum number of students at the lowest cost possible to families and the community.

For purposes of this policy, “student activities” includes all extra-curricular events, activities, clubs and trips that are sponsored by the District or individual schools, other than field trips that are regulated by Board Policy 1340. Activities are available without discrimination. However, in those activities which have limited participation or in which participation is determined by skill level, the decision as to who participates is vested in the coach or advisor based on fair and equitable written criteria.

The Superintendent shall establish minimum eligibility requirements for participation and travel in activities, standards of conduct for students, coaches, and advisors, and a process for student and parent input in the performance evaluation of coaches and advisors. All activities shall be approved by either the Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee, as provided in the regulations accompanying this policy. All activities that require the Superintendent’s approval shall be reported to the Board.

Out of state travel shall not be scheduled without the prior approval of the Superintendent. The Superintendent will approve or disapprove out of state travel based on the length of stay, number of class days missed, length of event, cost of travel per person and the total cost, uniqueness of opportunity, and necessity of travel to the activity. 
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Out of town travel shall not be permitted for middle school athletics, effective July 1, 2014. The goal of the middle school athletics program is to maximize participation by the greatest number of students in the broadest range of activities at the lowest possible cost to families and the community.

The Superintendent shall make school facilities, supplies and equipment available and establish a method for distribution and accounting of funds for the support of a program of student activities.  The Superintendent shall require that all facilities and equipment utilized in the student activities program, whether or not the property of the District, meet safety standards appropriate to the nature of the activity for both participants and spectators. 

District policies, regulations and school rules apply to the conduct of student activities to the same extent as they apply to the regular school program, regardless of whether an activity occurs off school grounds or outside school hours. Participation in activities is a privilege extended to students who are willing to adhere to those policies and rules, as well as to individual activity rules governing student participation.

Cross Reference Policy #5560, Bullying and Hazing and #5560R
Cross Reference Policy #1340, Field Trips
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