








 

 

                          
 
 
March 7, 2018 
 
The Honorable Sam Kito 
Chairman 
Alaska State House Labor & Commerce Committee  
State Capitol  
Room 403  
Juneau, Alaska  99801 
 
Dear Chairman Kito: 
 
The American Osteopathic Association (AOA) and the Alaska Osteopathic Medical 
Association (AKOMA) are writing in opposition to HB 326. This bill redefines the practice of 
“naturopathy” as a system of medical practice and greatly expands naturopaths’ scope of practice to 
include independently prescribing certain controlled substances, performing operative procedures 
and performing and ordering orifical examinations and clinical laboratory tests for diagnostic 
purposes. The AOA and AKOMA believe that such a large increase in scope of practice, without 
any additional education, training or competency demonstration requirements, could place the safety 
of Alaska patients at risk.  
 
The AOA represents 137,000 osteopathic physicians (DOs) and medical students, promotes public 
health, encourages scientific research, serves as the primary certifying body for DOs and is the 
accrediting agency for osteopathic medical schools. More information on DOs/osteopathic 
medicine can be found at www.osteopathic.org. AKOMA is a professional medical organization that 
represents over 200 DOs providing patient care in Alaska.  
 
The AOA and AKOMA support the “team” approach to medical care because the 
physician-led medical model ensures that professionals with complete medical education 
and training are adequately involved in patient care. While we value the contributions of all 
health care providers to the health care delivery system, we believe that naturopaths’ education and 
training lacks the comprehensive and robust requirements needed to safely provide patients with the 
broad range of unsupervised primary care services authorized by this bill.  
 
Osteopathic and allopathic (MD) physician education includes: 
 

 Four years of medical school, which includes two years of didactic study totaling upwards 

of 750 lecture/practice learning hours just within the first two years, plus two more years 

of clinical rotations done in community hospitals, major medical centers and doctors’ offices.  
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 12,000 to 16,000 hours of supervised postgraduate medical education, i.e., residencies, 

where DOs and MDs develop advanced knowledge and clinical skills relating to a wide 

variety of patient conditions.  

 

Naturopathic education: 
 

 Varies by school, there are seven naturopathic schools accredited by the Council on 

Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME) in the United States. 

 Traditionally focuses on holistic and nontoxic approaches to therapy with a strong 

emphasis on disease prevention and optimizing wellness. 

 May not include any residency training. While opportunities for one- to two-year 

residencies exist, this training is still optional and standard residency curriculum, 

rotations or experiences do not exist. 

 This bill eliminates language requiring naturopaths to complete a four year 

naturopath education program and does not specific clinical training 

requirements for naturopaths.  

 
This bill: 
 

 Redefines “naturopathy” from a homeopathic practice to a system of health care similar to 

what physicians practice.  

 Eliminates the prohibition on naturopaths prescribing any prescription drugs and allows 

them to prescribe most drugs, including contraceptive devices and the controlled substances 

testosterone and zolpidem. The only drugs that naturopaths are not allowed to prescribe under 

this bill are cancer chemotherapeutic agents and some controlled substances.  

 Deletes the prohibition on the performance of surgery by naturopaths and allows them to 

perform procedures using “operative, electrical or other methods” and use local anesthetics.  

 Allows naturopaths to perform “naturopathic manipulative therapy,” and perform and order 

orifical examinations and clinical laboratory tests for diagnostic purposes.  

Alaska’s current law appropriately recognizes that naturopathic education and training focuses on 
alternative and natural therapies.1 Naturopaths do not complete the comprehensive medical 
education, training, and examination requirements that physicians complete, which prepare them to 
safely deliver the services described in this bill. We urge you to protect the health and safety of 
Alaska patients by opposing HB 326. Should you need any additional information, please feel 
free to contact Raine Richards, JD, Director of State Government Affairs at 
rrichards@osteopathic.org or (312)-202-8199. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 AS 08.45.200 (3). Available at: 
http://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title08/Chapter45/Section200.htm.  

http://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title08/Chapter45/Section200.htm
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Sincerely,  

                       
Mark A. Baker, DO           Cindy Lee, DO 
President, AOA               President, AKOMA     
 
 
CC: William S. Mayo, DO, President-elect, AOA 

Joseph M. Yasso, Jr., DO, Chair, Department of Governmental Affairs, AOA 
Thomas L. Ely, DO, Chair, Bureau of State Government Affairs, AOA 
Adrienne White-Faines, MPA, Chief Executive Officer, AOA 
David Pugach, JD, Senior Vice President, Public Policy, AOA 
Raine Richards, JD, Director, State Government Affairs, AOA 
Samyuktha Gumidyala, MPH, Affiliate Executive, AKOMA 





From: Hal Smith
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: Opposition to SB326
Date: Friday, March 9, 2018 10:03:54 AM

PO Box 869

Homer, Alaska 99603

March 9, 2018

 

Representative Sam Kito

Chair, House Labor and Commerce Committee

Alaska Legislature

Juneau, Alaska

 

Dear Representative Kito:

 

I have been a practicing emergency physician in Homer, Alaska since 1982 and am writing in
strong opposition to SB326, which seeks to increase the scope the practice of naturopaths.

 

Allopathic and osteopathic physicians spend 4 years in Medical School after a bachelor’s
degree then 3 or more years in residency in the specialty of their choice.  This prepares us to
evaluate, diagnose and treat patients with all the tools available to us, be they laboratory tests
or imaging and the vast array of medications currently being used.  In addition to the initial
training we must keep up to date with the technological changes that occur regularly as well as
the new treatments and multitude of medications available.  The changes since my graduation
have certainly been significant. 

 

Naturopathic training does not prepare a practitioner to use the tools granted in SB326. So
unless they are required to obtain the same amount of training as an allopathic or osteopathic
physician, they should not be allowed to prescribe medications requiring a prescription nor
have their procedural abilities increased.

 

If I may be of any assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

 

mailto:Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov


Thank you for your time.

 

Hal Smith MD, FACEP

Medical Director Emergency Department, South Peninsula Hospital

907 299 0327
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