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EXTERNAL E-MAIL: BE CAUTIOUS WHEN OPENING FILES OR FOLLOWING LINKS

Colleagues – as many of you know, in reaction to the tragedy of war In Ukraine, a number of
jurisdictions (cities and states) decided to reconsider their official relationships with cities in Russia.
Yesterday, we conducted a round table to share these experiences: terminations; suspensions; and
keeping (most of them) the relationships. We appreciate the frank participation of more than 40
attendees from across the U.S.    

Via either of the links below, please view the recording of the session for general knowledge as well
as guidance on ideas to effectively manage these situations.  

https://youtu.be/3r80ILk6Ldo

https://www.facebook.com/US-Russia-Sister-Cities-Roundtable-101710871766547 (you’ll have to
scroll down our Facebook page).

Attached are  PDF’s which may be useful:
SCI Policy Statement on Political Issues
SCI CEO Leroy Allala’s Statement on Russian Partnerships

We look forward to maintaining the many relationships developed over the years with colleagues in
Russia at our partnerships and with personal friends and acquaintances at various institutions.   

Bill Boerum
Chairman Emeritus
Country Representative for Russia
Sister Cities International
Washington, DC
Residence: Sonoma, California
+1 707-766-4329
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Round Table Chat March 22, 2022 


08:02:57  From  Dave Lynn - Charlotte, NC : Good morning!  Thank you for being here, Leroy.  
Thank you for organizing this meeting, Bill and Tim! 


08:04:25  From  Drew Powell : Good Morning, I am Drew Powell, Maryland State Representative, 
Sister Cities International, DrewPowell.SCI@gmail.com 


08:08:31  From  Bill Bestpitch-Roanoke VA : billbestpitch 


08:08:33  From  Gus Schaefer : augustschaefer@yahoo.com 


08:08:50  From  Brian Snyder (Durham, NC / Kostroma)   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Brian 
Snyder, brian.d.snyder@outlook.com 


08:08:51  From  Kerri Carter - Sister Cities International : Kerri Carter 


08:08:53  From  Gregory Carlson : Gregory Carlson, President, Fremont County Colorado / Valdai 
Russia Sister City.  gregoryomcarlson@gmail.com 7193715079 


08:08:56  From  Steve Kalishman : Steve Kalishman 


08:08:57  From  iPad (3)Sandy Smith : Sandy Smith Laguna Beach, CA 


08:08:57  From  Brooksana Raney : Brooksana Raney, City of Bellingham, WA braney@cob.org 


08:08:59  From  Bill Deef : Bill Deef:   billd@minneapolis.org 


08:09:02  From  Jennifer Priest : Jennifer Priest, Norfolk Sister City Association, 
staff@norfolksistercities.org  Kaliningrad 


08:09:05  From  Xiao Yin Zhao : Xiao Yin Zhao, xy.zhao@worldkentucky.org, Louisville, Kentucky 
(Perm Sister City) 


08:09:07  From  Daniel Clark : Dan Clark, Muscatine, Iowa, liaison to sister city Kislovodsk. 
dclark@muscanet.com 


08:09:08  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : Quanta Dawn-Light  
quantadawnlight@gmail.com  phone 704-858-4889 


08:09:16  From  Alexis Gordon : Alexis Gordon City of Charlotte Alexis.Gordon@charlottenc.gov 


08:09:19  From  Kenneth Kovach : Kenneth Kovach - Cleveland-Volgograd - coachicbc@gmail.com 
- 216-704-7322 


08:09:21  From  ardathcade : ardath cade, chair of Maryland leningrad sister STATE committtee, 
now terminated by the governor…ardathcade@aol.com 


08:09:26  From  Kerri Carter - Sister Cities International : Kerri Carter, Director of Operations at 
Sister Cities International, kcarter@sistercities.com 


08:09:37  From  Bill Bestpitch-Roanoke VA : billbestpitch@gmail.com Treasurer of Roanoke Valley 
Sister Cities, Inc., and member of Roanoke City Council. 







08:09:40  From  Lisa : Lisa Purdy - Cleveland - Volgograd Lisa@cipusa.org 


08:09:42  From  Steve Kalishman : Steve Kalishman Sister City Program of Gainesville, FL 
steve@gnvsistercities.org 


08:09:42  From  AKrasovski : AKrasovski@hotmail.com  - Alexander Krasovski (Long Beach - Sochi) 


08:09:44  From  Kelly Willis - Charlotte, NC : Kelly Willis - Charlotte Sister Cities 
kelly.willis@charlottelatin.org 


08:09:45  From  patfallin : Pat Fallin - Santa Barbara - SCI State Rep-SoCal, patfallin@msn.com 


08:09:52  From  Paul Caccamise (he ,his, him) : Paul Caccamise, President, Linkages of Rochester 
(Roch-Velikiy Novgorod)  - paulcaccam131@yahoo.com 


08:10:00  From  Shireen Farrahi : Shireen Farrahi, Vice-President, Portland-Khabarovsk Sister City 
Association, farrahis@comcast.net 


08:10:04  From  Michael Leach : Michael Leach, City of Rochester, NY, and International Sister 
Cities of Rochester, NY, Inc, chair Krakow-Rochester SC Committee  Michael.Leach@CityofRochester.gov 


08:10:19  From  Jessie Coffman- Roanoke VA : Jessie Coffman, Roanoke Valley Sister Cities Inc. 
and Pskov Chair; jah.coffman@gmail.com 


08:10:19  From  Drew Powell   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Bill, Please ask Ardath Cade, 
Chair of Maryland Sister States, Leningrad Oblast Committee about the current state of Maryland's 
Russia relationship. Thanks, Drew 


08:10:29  From  Drew Powell   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Done 


08:10:47  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : Quanta Dawn-Light - Charlotte 
Sister Cities, North Carolina  (Member of Board) quantadawnlight@gmail.com  ph 704-858-4889 


08:10:50  From  Dave Lynn - Charlotte, NC : David Lynn (Charlotte, NC): dlynn78@yahoo.com 


08:11:42  From  Brian Snyder (Durham, NC / Kostroma) : Brian Snyder (Durham, NC) 


brian.d.snyder@outlook.com 


08:11:43  From  Alexis Gordon : My largest question is if anyone has heard from any city/oblast 
contacts in Russia? 


08:12:23  From  Alexis Gordon : I know that their government emails block all our emails, but I’ve 
also heard nothing from private emails that I have. 


08:13:05  From  Roger Nowadzky : Good morning I am Roger Nowadzky. I serve as President Elect 
of Iowa Sister States and now former Chair of the Iowa -Stavropol Committee. I am also Chairman of the 
Greater Des Moines Sister Cities Committee. Des Moines has a Sister City relationship with Stavropol, 
Russia. My e-mail is Nomadintl@aol.com 


08:13:29  From  Linda Carlson : Linda Carlson, Secretary, Fremont County Colorado/Valdai Russia 
Sister City.  lindacarlsonphd@hotmail.com,  719-269-2629 cell. 







08:14:55  From  Xiao Yin Zhao : Our mayor have leaned into the relationship by not suspending 
and severing SC ties with our sister city in Perm. He sent a letter to their Mayor noting that it is their 
responsibility as mayors to stand up for the truth and to continue to use the SC channels to keep the 
communications open, while acknowledging the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 


08:15:21  From  Tatyana Musatov : Tatyana Musatov,  


Norfolk Sisters Cities Association - Kaliningrad, Russia. t.a.musatov@gmail.com 


08:15:54  From  Dave Lynn - Charlotte, NC : Tim, Could we please create a SCI clearinghouse for 
documents likes the one you just mentioned. 


08:28:09  From  Linda Carlson : Alexis Gordon - We are in contact by FB messenger with 


08:29:17  From  Linda Carlson : our friends in our Sister City of Valdai, Russia, also those living in 
Moscow and St Petersburg. 


08:29:22  From  Kenneth Kovach : I heard that Facebook is now being restricted in Russia. It has 
been a key communications link! 


08:31:20  From  Xiao Yin Zhao : For those that are keeping the relationship going, what guardrails 
are you (or are you) setting up to manage the relationship? It might be a good opportunity for SC/SCI to 
help redefine or remind people about what SC relationships are and are not, its limits, and what 
programs might continue/not, etc. This will be helpful to help us navigate ALL sister city relations, esp. 
given the current instability. I.e. Chinese cities, in the future. Tensions will certainly exist and affect 
these relationships 


08:31:20  From  Leroy Allala : Agree with others, Facebook has been important for 
communications. I'm hearing from some that, as of this week, they are still able to communicate with 
their contacts via Facebook. 


08:31:20  From  AKrasovski : The Facebook messenger still works 


08:31:43  From  Brian Snyder (Durham, NC / Kostroma) : I am getting through to different people 
in different ways.  There doesn't seem to be any rhyme or reason. Whatapp, Facebook Messenger, 
Telegram and Instagram. 


08:31:58  From  William Parsons : Bill Parsons, St. Petersburg, Florida      parsonwh@eckerd.edu 


08:33:33  From  Daniel Clark : I am carrying on active communication with several Russian friends 
via Signal and Telegram. 


08:35:13  From  Dave Lynn - Charlotte, NC : Good question regard the state of current 
programs/list of cities that have terminated or suspended.  Which programs have successfully navigated 
away from such actions. 


08:35:54  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : I 
see Kenneth Kovach and Bill Deef, Xiao in line 


08:36:47  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : 
Kenneth has his real hand up on the screen :) 







08:38:38  From  Tim Quigley   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Bill, do you see the hands up? 


08:39:00  From  Tim Quigley   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : There are four in the que 


08:39:22  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : 
Dave Lynn, Gregory Carlson- playing secretary assistant here :) 


08:41:45  From  Brian Snyder (Durham, NC / Kostroma) : Based on some guidance someone 
received early on from the state department, Durham, NC seems gun shy to publicize our statement 
beyond posting on SC-Durham website.  IMO the statement is written to both the citizens of Durham 
and Kostroma, and 75% of our statement "reaffirms the relationship".  Is there any reason we shouldn't 
communicate our statement to our Russian sister cities partner? 


08:43:55  From  Bill Bestpitch-Roanoke VA   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : I would like to 
share a suggestion about supporting the Ukrainian refugees. 


08:44:13  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : 
Bill Deef > Drew Powell > Dave Lynn > 


08:44:27  From  Leroy Allala   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : I've seen that Bill Deef of 
Minneapolis has had his hand up since the start, actually first one, but we keep skipping over. 


08:46:20  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : excellent point Gregory- 
unfortunately we cannot afford demolition derby style to cutting off citizen diplomacy relationships 
which took time, energy and effort to build, in some cases decades long efforts 


08:48:36  From  Leroy Allala : We report 68 U.S.-Russia sister city partnerships in our official 
documents. 


08:48:52  From  Gregory Carlson : Thank you.  Unfortunately, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
terminated its relationship 


08:49:31  From  Linda Carlson : To Bill Deef, the Colorado Springs Sister City has been disbanded - 
I can't remember their Russian sister city name. 


08:50:32  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : 
David Lynn and Drew Powell 


08:53:27  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : 
after Drew Powell- in line show Shireen Farrahi 


08:57:55  From  Kenneth Kovach   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Bill: I need to teach an on-
line course at 12 NOON EDST. Thank you for organizing this session. I look forward to continued dialogue 
on this matter! 


08:58:26  From  Bill Boerum   to   Kenneth Kovach(Direct Message) : thanks Ken 


08:58:44  From  AKrasovski : Does anyone know if any of the Russian sister cities have been told 
from Russian authorities or may be initiated themselves to end relationships with the US sister cities? 







08:59:02  From  Xiao Yin Zhao : Thank you everyone. Looking forward to next steps from this. 
Have to log off for another meeting. 


08:59:59  From  Gus Schaefer : Unfortunately I need to leave to return to another meeting.  
Excellent discussion.  Great advice from Steve - avoid politics in communicating.  Suggest also being 
thoughtful about written communications - words can have consequences. 


09:00:56  From  DougRider SanDiego-Vladivostok : Doug Rider drider1733@aol.com 
760.470.3596 


09:01:46  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : Dave Lynn and Drew Powell have 
been in line earlier :) Like to hear what they want to share.. thank you 


09:02:30  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : Shireen lso :) 


09:04:09  From  Susan Zach, Stevens Point, Wisconsin : Bill Bestpitch - great idea! We also have a 
strong Polish population in Stevens Point, as well as a Polish Sister City. We have a Cultural Commons 
gardens with both Russian and Polish side-by-side. 


09:06:36  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : please send link to those 
attending 


09:07:17  From  Shireen Farrahi : Please be careful of pausing activities with your sister city in 
terms of how such a move could be portrayed in your sister city's media. It would only reinforce Putin's 
narrative that we are enemies of Russia and Russian culture. We are supposed to be concentrating on 
local issues, after all. 


09:07:32  From  Drew Powell   to   Bill Boerum(Direct Message) : Have had hand raised for most of 
the meeting 


09:10:02  From  Quanta DawnLight- Charlotte, North Carolina : DAVE LYNN had his hand for half 
an hour also :)  
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Sister Cities International recognizes that U.S. communities may have differing views of laws, policies, 


practices or historical events in other countries which they believe may run against moral, ethical, or legal 


codes to which they ascribe. While every citizen should feel free to express their own opinions in keeping 


with his or her own conscience, the suspension of a sister city relationship due to disagreement over a 


government policy or practice or historical events can be counterproductive and contrary to the stated 


mission of sister city relationships promoting “peace through mutual respect, understanding, and 


cooperation—one individual, one community at a time.” Suspending sister city relationships closes a 


channel of communication through which meaningful dialogue may be held. Our policy is to encourage 


our members and U.S. communities to keep their sister city relationships active, especially when political 


issues threaten to disrupt the positive, constructive relationships that have been made. 








 


March 1, 2022 


Dear Fellow Citizen Diplomats, 
  
Witnessing the horrific events of the past week in Ukraine, leaders in our 
communities – instinctively and understandably – want to say something, to do 
something, and to act towards a collective disapproval of this assault on humankind; 
endeavoring to make a positive difference at this critical juncture in our global 
discourse. 
  
Yet, suspending or ending a sister city relationship with a Russian city partner 
should not be one such action. 
  
As citizen diplomats, we must be alert to counsel and remind our elected officials as 
well as our local municipal leaders of the critical role that Sister Cities International 
and each local sister city relationship offers, especially in times of conflict. We 
applaud those sister cities programs and citizens around the globe, including in 
Russia, who have voiced their support of an independent Ukraine and reaffirmed 
their belief in peace through mutual respect, understanding, and cooperation. 
  
While suspending or ending a sister city relationship to register disapproval of a 
foreign government's actions may seem, on the surface, like a positive policy protest 
action, it has the complete opposite effect – closing a vital and, ofttimes, last channel 
of communication with vulnerable or isolated populations. 
  
As a result, we reemphasize and underscore that our policy remains to encourage 
our members and U.S. communities to keep their sister city relationship active, 
especially now when the political issues and actions of the day threaten to disrupt 
the positive, constructive relationships that have been made, over many years, at the 
people-to-people and community-to-community levels. We ask each of you to 
reaffirm this policy in all your interactions within your communities. 
 







Should you have any questions or need any assistance, please contact our SCI 
National Headquarters. Thank you for your continued support of Sister Cities 
International and our mission to "Promote Peace through Mutual Respect, 
Understanding, and Cooperation – one individual, one community at a time."  
 
Sincerely,  


 
Leroy R. Allala | President and CEO 
Sister Cities International | 1012 14th Street NW, Suite 1400 
Washington, DC 20005 | (202) 347-8630 | www.sistercities.org 



http://www.sistercities.org/
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