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Sent: 11/5/2025 3:37:04 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
Storey "Benjamin M (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Rene Morrissey <  
Sent: Saturday, November 1, 2025 10:27 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal
 
To: Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager 
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc.
 
The Cascade Point Ferry Terminal is a bad idea. This is not a benefit to the traveling public. It has been talked about and 
discarded numerous times over the years - as it is not feasible. If your goal is to hamstring the residents of Haines and Skagway - 
this will do it. Our governor has neglected and ignored the ferry system because he has no clue what his constituents lives are 
like. He has not had to ride or depend on our ferries - which he has allowed to languish in disrepair. This might change if his only 
means of travel were via the Alaska State Ferry. He might learn a thing or two about what his constituents have to put up with. 
Let’s see him try to navigate a ferry booking with a vehicle - during the summer. Or for the governor or those of you making this 
decision -let’s have you book (months in advance) an eye doctor appointment (no eye Drs.) or a dentist appointment (for more 
complex dental work) or veterinarian appointment (because Haines and Skagway don’t have a veterinarian) or in depth medical 
care, only to have the ferry cancelled and be unable to make the appointment. Or even better yet, how about experiencing getting 
stuck in Juneau for 5 days because the ferry has broken down, and now you have to find and pay for a motel for the duration, 
your food, Uber/Lyft or gas, and  . . . find and pay for someone back at home take care of your house and pets, on top of missing 
work. 
 
Instead of throwing good money away on studies that have already been done and it was decided it was a bad idea - why not 
Invest this money into building new ferries - not high speed ones (those were a fiasco that our state ended up eating), not electric, 
nothing new fangled just solid ferries. Our old ones were great until they got old - had you all been building new ones along the 
way they could have been fixed up or retired - instead they have literally run them into the ground. Not sure who’s pockets are 
getting lined but apparently the promise of $$$ from Grande Portage Resources’ for the proposed New Amalga Gold Project has 
caused lack of common sense - when we all know how fickle the ore extraction industry is. 
 
Then there’s this:

Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s administration says a road would create more cost-effective and efficient transportation for the region. That 
idea is that the road in Haines would reduce the length of ferry service between the two locations.

The contractor is studying two main route possibilities, which were illustrated in detail on maps set up during the event last week. 
Both rely on a yet-to-be-built ferry terminal at Cascade Point, about 30 miles north of Juneau.

The state signed an initial contract for that project this summer, a move that sparked criticism in the upper Lynn Canal but 
was welcomed by a mining company planning an ore shipping facility in the same location.

https://www.ktoo.org/2025/03/28/canadian-company-pushes-forward-with-plans-for-new-gold-mine-in-juneau/
https://alaskapublic.org/news/alaska-desk/2025-08-04/28m-state-contract-kickstarts-cascade-point-ferry-terminal-despite-local-pushback
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/2025/07/29/state-signs-285m-contract-to-advance-new-ferry-terminal-over-objections-from-marine-highway-board/
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Sent: 11/10/2025 10:57:03 AM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
Storey "Benjamin M (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Project Comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.   
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Juan Ramirez <  
Sent: Saturday, November 8, 2025 10:35 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Project Comment
 
The idea of building a ferry terminal further away from Juneau is an idea that could only come from someone who doesn’t live in 
Southeast Alaska and doesn’t rely on it to get around. If it did, they need to be removed from their position. 

I do believe that moving the terminal further out will reduce costs for the state of Alaska, but it will only do so by passing those 
costs onto the communities of the panhandle and the individuals who rely on its service. The current terminal in Auke Bay is 
already incredibly inconvenient. I live in downtown Juneau, and I do not have a vehicle. I chose not to have one because it allows 
me to better afford life in a town that is more expensive to live in than many big cities in the lower 48. For me to get to the ferry 
terminal via public transportation, I must take a 50-minute bus ride with 46 stops along the way and then walk for two miles along 
a road with no sidewalk. I can do this, but I know for a fact that the elderly, those with disabilities, and many other people are 
unable to do so.  I could also take an Uber for $50+ after tip, which is already pricy to get to what is supposed to be public 
transportation. I couldn’t imagine how difficult and expensive it would be to get to the terminal if it was three times as far! Imagine 
asking a mother on limited income to pay $150 for an Uber to the doctor when she arrives in Juneau, and the same to get back.

I looked up the mission statement for AMHS. It is, “to provide safe, reliable, and efficient transportation of people, goods and 
vehicles among Alaska communities, Canada and the 'Lower 48', while providing opportunities to develop and maintain a 
reasonable standard of living and high quality of life, including social, education and health needs.” This change fails to provide 
efficient transportation for people. It also fails the quality of life, social, education, and health needs of people by making it more 
expensive and more difficult for people to reach schools, health services, and communities. This is especially true for those in our 
community who have limited income. As such, this change may save money for the state, but it is by sacrificing the freedom of 
movement of those who rely on its ease of access the most. 

Public transportation is supposed to be for the benefit of the people. If you really want to spend the money to build a new 
terminal, build it closer to Juneau, so more people can use it. The idea of spending taxpayer money on a public works project that 
makes life more difficult for the people who rely on it, is disgraceful and borders on malicious.

Juan Ramirez
Juneau Resident since 2017
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Cites “flexibility” benefits but provides no model of reliability, cancellations, or regional connectivity impacts.

6. Public finance context.
Doesn’t address governance or funding risks; advisory board and community skepticism suggest need for clearer long-term 
subsidy analysis. 

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 

Alaska Online Public Notices 
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Sent: 11/13/2025 5:03:57 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
Storey "Benjamin M (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.   
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2025 4:59 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/13/2025 4:59:14 PM

Larri Spengler

Juneau, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

I join Haines and Skagway’s local governments and the Alaska Marine Highway Operations Board in opposing the Cascade Point 
ferry terminal planned by the Alaska Department of Transportation. 

This remote ferry terminal would be about halfway between Juneau and Haines. Thus it would move critical infrastructure much 
further outside of town, putting more of the burden on travelers to drive many miles to get to the terminal. Winter travel will be 
especially difficult and will cost the state more money to ensure the road is passable during and after big storms. 

Essentially, the terminal would be a gift to Goldbelt and Grande Portage Resources, the mining company behind the New Amalga 
Gold Project (exploring a new underground mine near Herbert Glacier), and will provide them with the first phase of an ore dock 
in Berners Bay. 

I urge the state to invest in newer ferries and increased routes, rather than wasting money on this undesirable and undesired 
project. 

Thank you. 
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Sent: 11/14/2025 12:33:32 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
Storey "Benjamin M (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point proposed ferry dock

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.   Although this comment mentions Stage 1 specifically, this comment is about 
topics beyond Stage 1. Therefore, we ask that DOT address this comment. 
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Jenty F <  
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2025 11:43 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point proposed ferry dock
 
Dear Mr. Cvitash:
 
As a resident of Haines, Alaska, I am opposed to Phase 1 of the proposed Cascade Point ferry dock. I believe the Auke Bay ferry 
docks and terminal are functioning just fine and don't understand or support the development of a new facility. Transportation 
between Auke Bay and the airport, hospital, lodgings, etc, already places extra financial and logistical burdens on travelers. Why 
add another 30 miles to the trip, especially on roads that become treacherous with winter conditions?  
I can't conceive of a single benefit to  spending any more money on Phase 1 of this proposed ferry dock.
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Sincerely, 
Jenty Fowler
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Sent: 11/19/2025 10:45:32 AM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
Storey "Benjamin M (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.   
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 7:50 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/18/2025 7:50:23 PM

Anchorage, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

— There has been no true feasibility study and no studies documenting ecological or cultural impacts, despite existence of 
significant cultural sites at Cascade Point and valued fish and wildlife populations in the Berners Bay area. I support the ferries 
but not the new Cascade Point ferry terminal! We have a perfectly good ferry terminal conveniently located in Auke Bay. 

Melissa Morgan 
Juneau Alaska 

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 
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pressing needs that would benefit actual Alaskas. Instead, the state should invest in newer ferries and increased routes, which 
will benefit real Alaskans and solve the so-called "problems" that this proposal is using as a justification (but which it does nothing 
to actually address).

Thank you,
Megan 

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 

Alaska Online Public Notices 
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Sent: 12/3/2025 6:03:10 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2025 3:27 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/24/2025 3:27:22 PM

Anita Cothary Evans

Juneau, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

To Whom It May Concern,

We should all be very concerned, even alarmed, at the very poor decisions being made regarding our Marine Highway System. 
There is no way a terminal at Cascade Point would benefit ANYONE but the Goldbelt Corp. and the mining interests that are 
being developed out the road.! As we all know, Alaska is currently enmired in millions of dollars in debt; even basic services (such 
as public education) have faced draconian cuts, and an end to this situation is not in sight. Aside from the financial stupidity, the 
even greater problem with this plan is access for the ridership. 

Since Juneau is not only Alaska's Capital City; but a regional hub, people come from all over northern Southeast to visit family 
and friends, shop, make medical appointments, schedule car repair, etc. - much as you would the "Big City". Hundreds of Juneau 
residents also travel by ferry, since it is one of only two ways out of town. Many people are travelling without a car; often with 
children, pets, groceries and other goods in tow. Traditionally the public has relied on rides from family, friends, taxis, hotel 
shuttles, or even bicycling to get to and from the Auke Bay Ferry Terminal. The Cascade Point Terminal serves absolutely no 
one's interest, except those behind the orchestration of corporate greed, and would create a tremendous roadblock to continued 
ridership!

The highway of course would have to undergo a major widening and ongoing repair, as well as continued maintenance for 
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https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/Cascade-Point-Ferry-Terminal-Economic-Analysis.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/Cascade-Point-Ferry-Terminal-Economic-Analysis.pdf
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https://www.juneauempire.com/opinion/opinion-dunleavys-mockery-of-the-alaska-marine-highway-operations-board/
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Sent: 12/3/2025 6:22:35 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2025 7:17 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/24/2025 7:17:25 PM

Boykin Lucas

Juneau, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

I write to oppose the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal. Moving the ferry terminal from Auke Bay would make the ferry service both 
less convenient (with the ferry terminal nearly an hour drive from downtown) and significantly more expensive for Juneau 
residents and others that rely on the ferry. Given the current (poor) state of the ferry system, it makes much more sense to spend 
money on projects that will immediately improve the ferry system (such as operations and maintenance) than on a likely 
boondoggle that will do nothing to improve service. Juneau, Haines, and Skagway residents know what would improve AMHS: 
this isn’t it.

Lastly, the statement on the project page that Cascade Point is “approximately 33 miles northwest of downtown Juneau, Alaska” 
is not exactly correct. It may be 33 miles as the crow flies, but what really matters is that it is  
That’s 55 minutes when the roads are fine and longer when they’re not. What’s more, the road conditions can be awful past Auke 
Bay in the winter, which makes travel both slow and often dangerous. 

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 

Alaska Online Public Notices 
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Sent: 12/5/2025 4:27:47 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Public Comment Juneau Cascase Point

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Regnart <  
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 4:25 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Public Comment Juneau Cascase Point
 
I oppose the project in the Public Notice regarding:

DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build Project 
Project # HSHWY00031
 
 
The construction of this project should be tabled until after the election and we have a new Governor and Administration. Our 
present Administration only has months left in office. 
 
The money spent on this construction phase could be wasted if a new direction is taken, specifically because the majority of 
voters of the affected communities of Juneau, Skagway and Haines are against it. 
 
The money should be spent on building new ships not duplication of terminals. 
 
Sallie Regan

Juneau, AK 99801

 
 
 
 



Sent: 12/5/2025 4:29:30 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade point ferry terminal

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Jake Watkins <  
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 4:32 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade point ferry terminal
 
To whom it may concern,
 
I am against the construction of a ferry terminal at cascade point. Please do not build the ferry terminal.
 
An increased travel of ~40-50 miles from the downtown or Douglas area would result in a 90-100 mile round trip to drop someone 
off at the ferry terminal. This is unnecessarily dangerous, especially considering the poor road conditions past Auke Bay (no 
lights, narrow roads, and reduced winter maintenance). 
 
Everyone from southeast Alaska who visits Juneau by ferry will suffer this. The current ferry terminal at Auke Bay is great. No one 
asked for these proposed changes. But we have been asking for a more reliable ferry system, and this proposed project does 
nothing for improving reliability. It’s just a money grab.
 
This is the first time I’ve every felt so passionate about something happening in my town. I’m grateful for the opportunity to give 
my opinion. Please take my thoughts into consideration.
 
Thank you





http://link.skagway.org/us/?e=wQ3IjSyNDjFB.WvCKXmXNFDo2.3oRP9wjSFTI




mailto:o.hanson@skagway.org




http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473


http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/






http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/






http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/






http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/








http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473


http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/




http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473


http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/




http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/








http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://aws.state.ak.us/OnlinePublicNotices/Notices/Comments.aspx?noticeId=221473


http://notice.alaska.gov/


http://notice.alaska.gov/221473
http://notice.alaska.gov/221473


This same flawed logic goes into the "cultural and social connections" benefit, stating increased community connectivity because 
increased efficiency. This is inane, Haines and Skagway are formally against this proposal, and again, there is only one ferry 
option per day. It's not like people are going to say oh cool I can take the late afternoon ferry to catch my grandson's hockey 
game. It's still a 6 hour trip. This reduction in time of the ferry portion will in no way increase community connectivity. The very 
communities that this claims to serve think this is a terrible idea. 

Finally, the positive environmental impacts of a reduction in CO2 emissions is clearly grasping at straws to find a single modicum 
of benefit from this project. The state and federal government have made it clear that in the current administration the could not 
care less about CO2 emissions, as the Governor has remained a staunch advocate of the president even as POTUS slashes 
environmental regulations, federal funding for climate projects, and incentives for carbon reduction. The idea that this study would 
tout this as an environmental benefit, even if true, belies the desperation with which the author had to reach to find anything that 
made the project look enticing. 

This is a boondoggle to the highest degree that benefits nobody but a "potential" mining industry. Please do not do this.

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 

Alaska Online Public Notices 
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Sent: 12/5/2025 5:57:54 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point terminal - public comment

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From: Matt Whitman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2025 10:40 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: Cascade Point terminal 

To whom it may concern,
No! Do not start construction on a terminal at Cascade Point.
This is not a well thought out plan, I do not believe that there has been adequate time for public input, understanding and 
transparency as to how the development will benefit users.
Development at this time is a mistake. I believe it would lead to the same shortcomings as the states building of the Tazlina and 
Hubbard ferries. These ferries were supposedly built to service the upper Lynn Canal. Which is true but the untold part was the 
where built to serve a road built along the east side of Lynn Canal and overate between Katzehin pt., Haines and Skagway which 
was the administration push at the time. The result was a ferry that came into service that couldn’t do the job because it was not 
able to meet the Coast Guard standards for crew operations due to the length of the run and that there was no crew quarters. 
This meant the ferries had to be refitted.
I have so many more points I could make. The most important is NO, not at this time and not without more public input.

NO

Thank you
Matt Whitman
Haines Alaska



Sent: 12/5/2025 5:59:35 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2025 10:41 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/26/2025 10:40:33 AM

Charley Larson

Unknown location
Anonymous User 

Comment:

Please do not build this Cascade Point Terminal. It's a horrible idea. Walk-on travelers on the AMHS currently already have a 
difficult time to get the 2 miles from the Auke Bay Ferry Terminal to existing public transportation. What are they going to do when 
the closest public transportation is 20 miles away? Please scrap this project altogether. Thank you.
Charley Larson 
Juneau, AK

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 

Alaska Online Public Notices 
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Sent: 12/5/2025 6:23:58 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2025 1:15 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/26/2025 1:15:19 PM

Richard Stokes

Juneau, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

To whom it may concern at the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities,

A ferry terminal at Cascade Point is not in the public interest. Please stop planning and work toward that end. Having 
development at that site may be good for Gold Belt, the Kennsington Mine, the outfit looking for gold at the Herbert Glacier and 
maybe even for the administration of the ferry system—BUT NOT THE USERS. Do not make us drive more than twice as far to 
get to the ferry terminal. Do not give millions to private corporations. The added distance will not serve Juneau residents using 
the ferry or people who are trying to reach Juneau. It doesn’t make sense.
Not only would a ferry terminal at Cascade Point be inconvenient for ferry users, it would spark development within Berners Bay, 
an area used by many because of its beautiful and relatively wild nature. 
Please do not spend the millions it would take to build a ferry terminal, road improvements and associated infrastructure at 
Cascade Point on a facility that, no one it seems aside from Dept. of Transportation, Goldbelt and a mining company or two, 
wants. The cities of Haines and Skagway have voiced opposition to the proposal. 
Please don’t give a public handout to private corporations for something the public doesn’t want! Please let common sense rule. If 
you build it some ferry users may come, but you will have dealt what might be the final blow to what was once a highly valued 
and heralded ferry system. Please stop the project.
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https://www.juneauempire.com/opinion/my-turn-the-case-against-cascade-point-ferry-terminal/
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ŕȽȈ˔Ȉԋƿǭǭʔ˰ʆˢ˔ԋȽɊȮȽɯɊȮȽˢԋȽʔ̖ԋˢȽȈԋʾˆʔʀɊ˔ȈǹԋȮƿɊʆ˔ԋɊʆԋˆȈɯɊƿǤɊɯɊˢ̢ԋƿˆȈԋ˔ʾȈǭ˰ɯƿˢɊ̑ȈԋƿˢԋǤȈ˔ˢԋƿʆǹԋ
˰ɯˢɊʀƿˢȈɯ̢ԋˢȽȈԋʾˆʔɟȈǭˢԋˆȈʀƿɊʆ˔ԋƿԋ˔ʔɯ˰ˢɊʔʆԋɊʆԋ˔ȈƿˆǭȽԋʔȬԋƿԋʾˆʔǤɯȈʀԋƿʆǹԋǹȈ˔ˢɊʆȈǹԋˢʔԋ
˰ʆǹȈˆʾȈˆȬʔˆʀԋɊʆԋʾˆȈǭɊ˔Ȉɯ̢ԋˢȽȈԋǭʔʆǹɊˢɊʔʆ˔ԋɊˢԋǭɯƿɊʀ˔ԋˢʔԋ˔ʔɯ̑Ȉ֗ԋԋ

*9;C G> .M:DA; 1MHHGJL 9F< 0=?AGF9D ,==<
ň˰ʾʾʔˆˢԋȬʔˆԋˢȽȈԋJƿ˔ǭƿǹȈԋĴʔɊʆˢԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯԋɊ˔ԋʆʔˢԋǭʔʀɊʆȮԋȬˆʔʀԋˢȽȈԋǭʔʀʀ˰ʆɊˢɊȈ˔ԋɊˢԋ̖ʔ˰ɯǹԋ
˔Ȉˆ̑Ȉԋʆʔˆԋ̖ƿ˔ԋɊˢԋȮȈʆȈˆƿˢȈǹԋʔˆȮƿʆɊǭƿɯɯ̢ԋȬˆʔʀԋʾ˰ǤɯɊǭԋˆȈ˄˰Ȉ˔ˢԋƿʆǹԋʆȈȈǹ֙ԋɊˢԋ˔˰ˆȬƿǭȈǹԋɊʆԋҿҽҾӆԋ
ȬˆʔʀԋɊʆˢȈˆʆƿɯԋUĊŕԋȈʀƿɊɯ˔֗ԋŕȽȈԋ ɯƿ˔ɦƿԋõƿˆɊʆȈԋ¸ɊȮȽ̖ƿ̢ԋĊʾȈˆƿˢɊʔʆ˔ԋBʔƿˆǹԋȽƿ˔ԋ˔ˢƿˢȈǹԋˢȽƿˢԋɊˢԋ
ǹʔȈ˔ԋʆʔˢԋ˔˰ʾʾʔˆˢԋˢȽȈԋʾˆʔɟȈǭˢԋƿʆǹԋˢȽƿˢԋˢȽȈԋȈǭʔʆʔʀɊǭԋƿʆƿɯ̢˔Ɋ˔ԋˆƿɊ˔Ȉ˔ԋʀʔˆȈԋ˄˰Ȉ˔ˢɊʔʆ˔ԋˢȽƿʆԋ
ƿʆ˔̖Ȉˆ˔֗ԋBʔƿˆǹԋʀȈʀǤȈˆ˔ԋȽƿ̑ȈԋȈ̟ʾˆȈ˔˔ȈǹԋǭʔʆǭȈˆʆԋˢȽƿˢԋˢȽȈԋʾˆʔɟȈǭˢԋǹʔȈ˔ԋʆʔˢԋƿɯɊȮʆԋ̖ɊˢȽԋ
˔̢˔ˢȈʀԋʆȈȈǹ˔ԋƿʆǹԋ̖ɊɯɯԋǤ˰ˆǹȈʆԋ õ¸ňԋ̖ɊˢȽԋƿǹǹɊˢɊʔʆƿɯԋʔǤɯɊȮƿˢɊʔʆ˔֘ԋʆʔˢɊʆȮԋˢȽƿˢԋˢȽȈԋǹˆƿȬˢԋ
ƿʆƿɯ̢˔Ɋ˔ԋǭʔʆflɊǭˢ˔ԋ̖ɊˢȽԋˢȽȈԋȬ˰ʆǹƿʀȈʆˢƿɯԋʾˆɊʔˆɊˢɊȈ˔ԋʔ˰ˢɯɊʆȈǹԋɊʆԋˢȽȈԋ ɯƿ˔ɦƿԋõƿˆɊʆȈԋ¸ɊȮȽ̖ƿ̢ԋ
ň̢˔ˢȈʀׅ˔ԋåʔʆȮԋļƿʆȮȈԋĴɯƿʆ֘ԋ˔ʔԋʀ˰ǭȽԋ˔ʔԋˢȽƿˢԋˢȽȈԋ õ¸ĊBԋɊʆɊˢɊƿˢȈǹԋƿԋˆȈ˄˰Ȉ˔ˢԋȬʔˆԋJʔˆˆȈǭˢɊ̑Ȉԋ

ǭˢɊʔʆ֗ҿӄԋ ǭǭʔˆǹɊʆȮԋˢʔԋ õ¸ĊBԋʀȈʀǤȈˆԋĴƿ˰ɯԋØʔȽʆ˔Ȉʆ֘ԋˢȽȈԋʾɯƿʆʆɊʆȮԋȬˆƿʀȈ̖ʔˆɦԋ̖ƿ˔ԋ
ʔˆɊȮɊʆƿɯɯ̢ԋǭȈʆˢȈˆȈǹԋʔʆԋׂ̖־ ֿȽƿˢԋǹʔԋˢȽȈԋǭʔʀʀ˰ʆɊˢɊȈ˔ԋʆȈȈǹ֞ԋƈȽƿˢԋǹʔԋ̖ȈԋʆȈȈǹԋˢʔԋȽƿ̑ȈԋˆȈɯɊƿǤɯȈԋ
ȬȈˆˆɊȈ˔֞ ԋƈȽƿˢԋǹʔԋ̖ȈԋʆȈȈǹԋȬʔˆԋˢȽȈԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ˔ԋˢʔԋɊʆˢȈˆǭȽƿʆȮȈԋǹɊȬȬȈˆȈʆˢԋ˔ȽɊʾ˔֞ ԋ ʆǹԋÄԋǹʔʆוˢԋ˔ȈȈԋ
ˢȽƿˢԋ̖ȈԋȽƿ̑ȈԋƿԋʆȈȈǹԋȬʔˆԋƿʆԋƿǹǹɊˢɊʔʆƿɯԋȬȈˆˆ̢ԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ֗ԋňʔԋÄԋǹʔʆוˢԋɯɊɦȈԋˢȽɊ˔ԋֳԋˢȽȈԋʆȈ̖ԋ
ǭȽƿʆȮȈ˔ԋʀƿǹȈԋˢʔԋˢȽȈԋɯʔʆȮ ˆֱƿʆȮȈԋʾɯƿʆԋֳԋƿʆǹԋÄוʀԋȮ˰Ȉ˔˔ɊʆȮԋˢȽȈ̢וˆȈԋʾʔɯɊˢɊǭƿɯɯ̢ԋʀʔˢɊ̑ƿˢȈǹ ҿӅԋ׃֛
ԋ
BʔˢȽԋˢȽȈԋõƿ̢ʔˆԋʔȬԋ¸ƿɊʆȈ˔ԋƿʆǹԋˢȽȈԋõƿ̢ʔˆԋʔȬԋňɦƿȮ̖ƿ̢֘ ԋƿ˔ԋ̖Ȉɯɯԋƿ˔ԋˢȽȈɊˆԋʀ˰ʆɊǭɊʾƿɯԋ
ƿ˔˔ȈʀǤɯɊȈ˔֘ԋȽƿ̑Ȉԋʾ˰ǤɯɊǭɯ̢ԋʔʾʾʔ˔ȈǹԋˢȽȈԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ֗ԋ ˔ԋˆȈʾʔˆˢȈǹԋǤ̢ԋÝŕĊĊ֘ԋǤʔˢȽԋǭʔʀʀ˰ʆɊˢɊȈ˔ԋ
ȈʀʾȽƿ˔Ɋ̰Ȉǹ֙ԋ

ǒ​ ˢȽȈԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯԋǹʔȈ˔ԋʆʔˢԋʀȈȈˢԋˢȽȈɊˆԋˢˆƿʆ˔ʾʔˆˢƿˢɊʔʆԋʆȈȈǹ˔֘ԋ
ǒ​ ˢȽȈԋʾˆʔɟȈǭˢԋǹɊ̑Ȉˆˢ˔ԋȬ˰ʆǹ˔ԋȬˆʔʀԋɯʔʆȮָʔ̑Ȉˆǹ˰ȈԋˆȈʾƿɊˆ˔ԋƿˢԋȈ̟Ɋ˔ˢɊʆȮԋˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ˔֘ԋ
ǒ​ ƿʆǹԋˢȽȈԋˆȈɯʔǭƿˢɊʔʆԋ̖ʔ˰ɯǹԋǭˆȈƿˢȈԋʆȈ̖ԋǤƿˆˆɊȈˆ˔ԋȬʔˆԋˢȽȈɊˆԋˆȈ˔ɊǹȈʆˢ˔֗ҿӆԋ
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ŕʔԋ˄˰ʔˢȈԋˢȽȈԋØ˰ʆȈԋҿӁ֘ԋҿҽҿӂԋ¸ƿɊʆȈ˔ԋBʔˆʔ˰ȮȽԋ ˔˔ȈʀǤɯ̢ԋʀȈȈˢɊʆȮԋʀɊʆ˰ˢȈ˔֙ԋ

ׂÄˢԎƿʾʾȈƿˆ˔ԎˢȽƿˢԎˢȽȈ֚ɊʆԎɊˢ˔ԎɊʆfiʆɊˢȈԎ̖Ɋ˔ǹʔʀԎƿʆǹԎʾʔ̖Ȉˆ֛ ԎȽƿ˔ԎǹȈǭɊǹȈǹԎƿȮƿɊʆ˔ˢԎʀƿʆ̢Ԏ
ʔǤɟȈǭˢɊʔʆ˔ԎˢʔԎˢȽȈԎǭʔʆˢˆƿˆ̢֛ ԎˢȽƿˢԎˢʔԎȮʔԎƿȽȈƿǹԎʔʆԎˢȽȈԎJƿ˔ǭƿǹȈԎĴʔɊʆˢԎ©Ȉˆˆ̢ԎˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ֞Ԏ¸ƿɊʆȈ˔Ԏ
Bʔˆʔ˰ȮȽ֜ԎƿʆǹԎȬʔˆԎˢȽȈԎ˔̖ȈȈˢԎˢ˰ʆȈԎʔȬԎӇӇԎʀɊɯɯɊʔʆԎǹʔɯɯƿˆ˔֛Ԏƿʆǹ֞ԎȬȈȈɯԎˢȽƿˢԎˢȽɊ˔ԎɊ˔Ԏˢʔˢƿɯɯ̢Ԏ

ҿӆԋåƿˆ˔ʔʆ֘ԋJɯƿˆɊ˔Ȉ֗ԋׂ¸ƿɊʆȈ˔ԋƿʆǹԋňɦƿȮ̖ƿ̢ԋBʔˢȽԋĊʾʾʔ˔ȈԋJƿ˔ǭƿǹȈԋĴʔɊʆˢԋ©Ȉˆˆ̢ԋŕȈˆʀɊʆƿɯ֗ԋØ˰ʆȈƿ˰ԋ¸ƿ˔ʆׅˢԋŕƿɦȈʆԋƿԋňˢƿʆǭȈ֗׃ԋÝŕĊĊ֘ԋ
ûʔ̑ȈʀǤȈˆԋӀ֘ԋҿҽҿӂ֗ԋ
Ƚˢˢʾ˔֪֪֙ ̖̖ ̖֗ɦˢʔʔ֗ʔˆȮ֪ҿҽҿӂ֪ҾҾ֪ҽӀ֪ȽƿɊʆȈ˔ֱ ƿʆǹֱ˔ɦƿȮ̖ƿֱ̢ǤʔˢȽֱʔʾʾʔ˔Ȉֱǭƿ˔ǭƿǹȈֱʾʔɊʆˢֱ ȬȈˆˆ̢ ˢֱȈˆʀɊʆƿɯֱ ɟ˰ʆȈƿ˰ֱȽƿ˔ʆˢֱ ˢƿɦȈʆֱƿֱ˔
ˢƿʆǭȈ֪ԋ
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Ø˰ʆȈƿ˰ԎÄʆǹȈʾȈʆǹȈʆˢ֘ԋĊǭˢʔǤȈˆԋҿӄ֘ ԋҿҽҿӂ֗ԋ
Ƚˢˢʾ˔֪֪֙ ̖̖ ̖֗ɟ˰ʆȈƿ˰ɊʆǹȈʾȈʆǹȈʆˢ֗ǭʔʀ֪ʾʔ˔ˢ֪ǭƿ˔ǭƿǹȈֱʾʔɊʆˢֱ ˢȈˆʀɊʆƿɯֱ Ƚƿ˔ֱ ʔȬȬ˔ȈˢˢɊʆȮ ȬֱȈˆˆ̢ Ɋֱʀʾƿǭˢ˔ֱ ǤɊȮֱʾɯ˰˔Ȉ˔ֱ Ȭʔˆֱ ʆȈֱ̖ʀɊʆȈ
ֱ˔ˢƿˢȈֱ˔ˢ˰ǹֱ̢fiʆǹ˔ԋ
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ļȈ˄˰Ȉ˔ˢ֘ԋĊǭˢʔǤȈˆԋҿӆ֘ԋҿҽҿӂ֗ԋȽˢˢʾ˔֪֪֙ ǹʔˢ֗ƿɯƿ˔ɦƿ֗Ȯʔ ֪̑ƿʀȽʔǤ֪ǹʔǭ˔֪ƿˆǭȽɊ̑Ȉ˔֪ õ¸ĊBֱJʔˆˆȈǭˢɊ̑Ȉֱ ǭˢɊʔʆֱļȈ˄˰Ȉ˔ˢֱ Ҿҽҿӆҿӂ֗ʾǹȬԋ
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https://www.ktoo.org/2025/11/03/haines-and-skagway-both-oppose-cascade-point-ferry-terminal-juneau-hasnt-taken-a-stance/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ktoo.org/2025/11/03/haines-and-skagway-both-oppose-cascade-point-ferry-terminal-juneau-hasnt-taken-a-stance/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ktoo.org/2025/11/03/haines-and-skagway-both-oppose-cascade-point-ferry-terminal-juneau-hasnt-taken-a-stance/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.juneauindependent.com/post/cascade-point-terminal-has-offsetting-ferry-impacts-big-pluses-for-new-mine-state-study-finds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.juneauindependent.com/post/cascade-point-terminal-has-offsetting-ferry-impacts-big-pluses-for-new-mine-state-study-finds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.juneauindependent.com/post/cascade-point-terminal-has-offsetting-ferry-impacts-big-pluses-for-new-mine-state-study-finds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/AMHOB-Corrective-Action-Request-102925.pdf


https://www.hainesalaska.gov/media/93421


https://dot.alaska.gov/comm/amh-reshaping-workgroup/docs/Report-to-Governor_AMH-ReshapingWorkGroup-10022020.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/comm/amh-reshaping-workgroup/docs/Report-to-Governor_AMH-ReshapingWorkGroup-10022020.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/comm/amh-reshaping-workgroup/docs/Report-to-Governor_AMH-ReshapingWorkGroup-10022020.pdf
https://www.juneauempire.com/news/governor-proposes-cutting-ferry-funding-at-the-end-of-the-summer/
https://www.juneauempire.com/news/governor-proposes-cutting-ferry-funding-at-the-end-of-the-summer/


https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2025/07/24/alaska-lawmakers-slam-dunleavy-transportation-officials-for-lack-of-information-on-impacts-of-vetoes
https://www.adn.com/politics/alaska-legislature/2025/07/24/alaska-lawmakers-slam-dunleavy-transportation-officials-for-lack-of-information-on-impacts-of-vetoes
https://www.dermotcole.com/reportingfromalaska/2025/6/18/nlqdxm35nciywpkfr7k9nteddpxf8q
https://fm.kuac.org/2025-06-18/600m-in-federal-transportation-grants-at-stake-in-alaska-after-vetoes-of-state-match-funds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fm.kuac.org/2025-06-18/600m-in-federal-transportation-grants-at-stake-in-alaska-after-vetoes-of-state-match-funds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://fm.kuac.org/2025-06-18/600m-in-federal-transportation-grants-at-stake-in-alaska-after-vetoes-of-state-match-funds?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Sent: 12/9/2025 5:17:47 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental 

Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Alaska Online Public Notices <  
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2025 6:06 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: New Comment on DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry 
Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build
 

A new comment has been submitted on the public notice DOT&PF Notice to Begin Engineering & Environmental Studies: 
Juneau – Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build. 

Submitted:

11/26/2025 6:05:58 PM

Chris McDowell

Juneau, AK, US
Anonymous User 

Comment:

I support construction of the AMHS ferry terminal at Cascade Point. This project is an important evolution of AMHS service within 
Southeast Alaska that is expected to improve frequency of service between the Juneau road system and Haines/Skagway and 
maintain the economic viability of the entire system. 

You can review all comments on this notice by clicking here. 
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Sent: 12/10/2025 5:45:18 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Castcade point ferry - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: David Morris <  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 1:06 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Castcade point ferry
 

RE: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments Project # HSHWY00031

1. Saves AMHS nearly $1 million a year and reduces cancellations.
2. Frees up vessels and crew time to improve service to small communities like Kake, Angoon, and Hoonah.
3. Cuts ferry system emissions and is environmentally sound, with over 1,190 metric tons of CO  reduced annually.
4. Restores AMHS’s original mission of short, efficient routes. Long Roads, Short Ferry Runs. The way ferry systems are 

supposed to operate.
5. Cascade Point Funded entirely by Juneau Access dollars—no impact on AMHS operating funds.

I agree with the cascade Point ferry terminal.
I retired from AMHS in 2011.
David Morris
Juneau Alaska 
 



















 
Page 3 
 
 

!

!

 
 
The project also strengthens the partnership with Goldbelt, Inc., an Alaska Native corporation whose ANCSA 
mandate includes promoting economic opportunities for its shareholders. CPFT provides responsible, low-
impact use of Goldbelt lands for public benefit. 
 
A&7-35'6)BC%%)@.%.")@3&&'-:').%6)@3&&D%#(C)@3%%':(#5#(C)
 
A shorter, more reliable ferry route directly enhances Lynn Canalôs transportation corridor: 

•! More predictable movement of goods, supplies, and equipment 
•! Improved logistics for contractors, freight operators, and small businesses 
•! Better support for natural resource development and mining operations 
•! Streamlined medical and emergency access to Juneau 
•! Expanded weekend and seasonal tourism opportunities 
•! Better Lynn Canal connectivity for medical, sports, civic, and social purposes 

 
These benefits cumulatively strengthen socio-economic and commercial activity across Juneau, Haines, and 
Skagway. 
)
1(-'%$(+'%#%$)!::'22)(3)!".2E.F2)@.7#(.")
 
CPFT improves statewide connections to Juneau, which is essential to maintaining the accessibility and 
viability of Alaskaôs capital: 
 

•! More reliable access for statewide residents traveling to Juneau for legislative, legal, and administrative 
purposes 

•! Enhanced integration with the road system via Haines and Skagway, and onward to Interior Alaska 
and Canada 

•! Better intermodal travel options (airïroadïferry) 
•! Reduced weather-related disruptions, increasing public engagement with state institutions 
•! Reliable access to the capital also broadens the base of statewide support for AMHS funding. When 

the ferry system provides a dependable connection to Juneauôs governmental, legal, and administrative 
services, legislative districts that may not routinely use the ferry system still benefit directly. This 
strengthens the policymaking case for continued AMHS investment and contributes to the long-term 
viability of the system. 

 
A%('$-.('6)1D-9.:')<-.%273-(.(#3%).%6)B3:.")/3=#"#(C)8'%'9#(2)
)
The Cascade Point Ferry Terminal also strengthens multimodal connectivity within Juneau, ensuring that ferry 
passengers have reliable and seamless access to public transportation and essential services: 

•! Bus service to and from the terminal will be provided by Goldbelt. 
•! Passenger tickets for this service will be sold directly through the AMHS ticketing system, simplifying 

travel for residents and visitors. 
•! Alaska DOT&PF maintains an agreement with the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) allowing use of 

city bus transfer stations to link AMHS passengers to the broader public transportation network. 
•! Goldbeltôs transportation system can deliver riders to any major stop in Juneau, including the Airport, 

Mendenhall Mall, and other key destinations. A service not provided at the Auke Bay, Haines or 
Skagway ferry terminals for walk-on passengers. 
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Sent: 12/10/2025 6:11:58 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments
Attachments: Mitchell CPFT comments 11-28-25.pdf 

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
 
From: Duff Mitchell <  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 2:04 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments
 
Dear Mr. Cvitash,
Thank you for providing the opportunity to file comments on the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project.
 
My letter and comments and are attached.
 
Kindest Regards,
 
Duff Mitchell
Juneau, Alaska
 
 

 

 

 



November 28, 2025 

Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager 
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc. 

 Suite 200 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
Direct Phone:   
Main Phone:   
Fax:   
Email:  
 
RE: Sustainability Comments on Project # HSHWY00031 Cascade Point Ferry Terminal  

Dear Mr. Cvitash, 

For over 20 years, I was a commercial fisherman who fished in Berners Bay with documented fish 
tickets, where the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (CPFT) is located, and therefore have standing 
on the environmental impacts of the CPFT on commercial fisheries and fishers. In fact, new 
breakwaters and rock pilings for future CPFT development will improve habitat for Dungeness 
Crab and other marine organisms attracted to rocky areas. In other words, there are positive 
environmental marine benefits from the planned CPFT infrastructure in Berners Bay.  

Additionally, as the former Chair of the Juneau Commission on Sustainability, who helped usher 
in the City and Borough of Juneau's (CBJ) Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy (JRES), I strongly 
support the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (CPFT). The CPFT is not only sustainable on economic 
grounds but also on environmental grounds, directly supporting Juneau's adopted climate and 
energy policies, including the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) Juneau Climate Action & 
Implementation Plan (JCAIP) and the Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy (JRES). Both of these 
documents were passed by ordinance and resolution of the CBJ Assembly and, therefore, are 
eligible for objective consideration in your socio-economic and economic analysis of the CPFT. 

CPFT Reduces Juneau's Transportation Fossil Fuel Use 

Both the JCAIP and JRES identify transportation as Juneau's single largest contributor to fossil 
fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. The JRES notes that transportation accounts for 
approximately 43% of all fossil fuel use in Juneau, while the JCAIP shows transportation 
representing over 55% of total community-wide emissions, with marine transportation identified 
as the largest single component. By shortening the Lynn Canal route, CPFT reduces annual ferry 
fuel consumption by more than 117,000 gallons and lowers emissions by over 1,190 metric tons 
of CO  per year directly supporting both plans' goals to reduce fossil fuel use and community-wide 
emissions.  

Supports Juneau's 25% Emissions Reduction Target 

The JCAIP established a community-wide greenhouse gas reduction target of 25% by 2032. CPFT 
contributes directly to this target by reducing emissions in the marine transportation sector, which 
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Karla Hart comments Project # HSHWY00031 November 28, 2025

What happens when a crash on the highway blocks access to the ferry? !
!
What happens when weather is bad, people start early for the long drive to Cascade 
Point Terminal, there are significant gaps in cell service, and they arrive at Cascade 
Point to learn that the ferry has been cancelled or delayed? Will there be a terminal to 
accomodate people waiting and stranded?!
!
Does this project envision building new ferries for the route? Using existing? If build, 
will the terminal be built to efficiently work for all AMHS ferries that might be used from 
that dock, or just those that someone with short vision sees? Will the public end up 
needing to fund ferry and/or dock modifications as happened with the Fast Ferry 
phase, and again with the Alaska Class ferries?!
!
Lower operating and fuel costs? !
What are the service costs of having a terminal and operations based out of Cascade 
Point? What might be pulled from the AMHS budget, will be transfered to the 
highways, and then some, for plowing and maintaince. Will station employees at 
Cascade Point commute from home? Adding another hour of commute time to their 
day. Will you have station employees there for a full day shift or close the terminal 
midday, leaving them with an additional hour beyond Auke Bay ferry terminal, or to sit 
around unpaid at Cascade Point? Who bears public safety and response costs along 
the highway? !
!
Increased service capacity?"
!
Allowing the “potential” to increase capacity during peak summer demands. There 
already exists the POTENTIAL to increase capacity from Auke Bay Ferry Terminal using 
existing built infrastructure. Sadly ADOT chose to build “Alaska Class” ferries with the 
dream of a short hop across northern Lynn Canal rather than to serve existing needs 
with existing infrastructure. There used to be greated capacity to meet summer 
demands from Auke Bay. There could again be. Spending $27 million, just to start, on a 
road on private lands to a place ADOT hopes to build a terminal, on private lands, 
instead of investing money in improving ferry service from Auke Bay is another 
example of mismanagement from ADOT. (Look at the current study of an East Lynn 
Canal access road as another contemporary redirection of money from the Alaska 
Marine Highway System, going back, the list is too long to begin).!
!
With $27 million, could ADOT have increased wages to attract enough workers to have 
more ships in operation more of the time?  !5

!
Cost Benefit Analysis 
The USDOT provides guidance on the value of reduced fatalities, injuries, and crashes, 
as well as reduced travel time and emissions. These are put in place to provide 

 https://www.ktoo.org/2025/05/29/341419/  Alaska ferry engineers say they are critically short-5

staffed, with no easy answers, May 29, 2025 by Jack Darrell, accessed 11/18/25.
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Sent: 12/15/2025 5:51:00 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From:  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 3:43 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Dear Environmental Quality Manager Greg Cvitash,

I oppose the ferry terminal at Cascade Point. 

It’s not in the best interests of the public, particularly the communities directly impacted. Public criticism of the project is 
widespread and two-thirds of the municipalities the terminal purports to serve, Haines and Skagway, have publicly and officially 
opposed the project. Beyond Haines, Skagway and Juneau, other Southeast Alaska communities served by the Alaska Marine 
Highway are impacted by the irresponsible allocation of funding, as it destabilizes ferry service system-wide. This project is also 
offensive to communities outside of Southeast Alaska with critical transportation infrastructure projects that may not receive 
funding perhaps directly due to this project, or indirectly due to the federal matching funds put at risk by the Governor’s veto of 
the legislature’s reallocation of funding earmarked for this development.

The motivations for this project are called into question by the Dunleavy administration’s consistent neglect of the Alaska Marine 
Highway System — Southeast Alaska communities have suffered through infrequent and unreliable service, impacting access to 
healthcare and essential goods and services.

Alaska Marine Highway Operations Board member Bob Horchover is quoted as saying: "...This is a bit of a very narrow, focused 
project for a very narrow group of people that seem to think that this is some kind of an answer, or they're paying off some favor 
somewhere. I don't know exactly what the motivation is, but it sure isn't for the good of the Alaska Marine Highway service."

Analysis of the true beneficiaries of the development — even a poorly executed analysis — show that private businesses are the 
real winners. In particular, Ed King’s economic analysis states: "Outside of mining, most other effects — including tourism, 
commuting, and general freight handling — are best described as redistributive rather than generative."

The high construction costs, estimated at $90 million, cannot be offset or justified by projected savings in fuel or labor. King’s 
analysis further concludes: “From a fiscal perspective, direct Alaska Marine Highway System savings do not yield attractive 
financial returns on investment.”

A public infrastructure project should not primarily benefit private interests and this project does just that, while sidelining the 
needs of residents in Southeast Alaska and across the State. 

On top of these issues, the Cascade Point project has been fast-tracked ahead with little to no regard for process — with 
contracts awarded before feasibility studies are completed or public comment periods are held. The one poorly executed 
economic analysis, also published after the Phase 1 contract was awarded, does little to justify the project. Further, there is no 
true feasibility study and there are no studies documenting the ecological or cultural impacts, despite the existence of significant 





Sent: 12/15/2025 5:53:25 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Project # HSHWY00031 (Stage 1 uplands development phase of the Cascade 

Point Ferry Terminal project) - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Patrick Malecha <  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 3:47 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Re: Project # HSHWY00031 (Stage 1 uplands development phase of the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal project)
 
Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc.

 Suite 200
Eagle River, AK 99577
Direct Phone: (907) 
Main Phone: (907) 
Fax: (907) 
Email: 

Re: Project # HSHWY00031 (Stage 1 uplands development phase of the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal project)

Dear Mr. Cvitash,

 

Thank you for receiving my comments in regards to Project # HSHWY00031 (Stage 1 uplands development phase of the 
Cascade Point Ferry Terminal project).

To be clear, I DO NOT support this project. I think this is a disgraceful waste of taxpayer money that provides no real benefit to 
the Alaska Marine Highway System (AMHS) and its customers. A ferry terminal at Cascade point may provide nominally 
shortened north Lynn Canal voyages but there are several massive downsides including, 1) significantly longer driving times to 
and from the terminal that practically negate the shortened voyages, 2) substantially increased AMHS maintenance and labor 
costs due to more infrastructure, 3) increased road maintenance costs for the DOT and potentially unsafe driving conditions, 4) 
significantly lower access due to the remoteness of the terminal and lack of public road transportation, and 5) massive costs 
associated with construction of roads, bridges, buildings, docks, and possibly vessels. 

In my opinion, this is a poorly disguised sweetheart deal designed to benefit a longshot mining interest, of which the public is 
mostly uninformed. For instance, the mining interest is discussed as a collateral beneficiary of the road work and dock, as ore 
could be shipped from the dock to a remote processing facility. However, there has been no discussion as to where that ore 
would originate. Presumably, it will come from the New Amalga Gold Project which I believe is in the backcountry near the 
Herbert Glacier/River area where there are no roads to the potential remote mine sites. In order to get the ore out, new roads will 
have to be built and an endless stream of rock-hauling trucks will be rumbling through the wilderness and down the highway to 
Berners Bay. The Cascade Point facility is the first step in making the mining operation possible and the full context of how 
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Sent: 12/15/2025 5:59:39 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: McHugh Pierre <  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 4:05 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point
 
To whom it may concern: 
I support Cascade Point and the effort to create a shuttle ferry between roads closest to Juneau, Haines, and Skagway. A shuttle 
ferry will provide the lowest possible operating cost, the fastest level of service, and a dependable daily schedule people can 
build plans around.
Most importantly, people who need medical services in Juneau during the winter who can't fly on a small plane can get to their 
providers with reliability. 
Sincerely, 
McHugh Pierre
Juneau, Alaska 
 

 













 

 

EXPERTS IN GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS & INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 

November 28, 2025 
 
Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager 
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc. 

 Suite 200 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
Direct Phone:   
Main Phone:  
Fax: (907)  
Email:  
 
RE: Project # HSHWY00031 Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Phase 1 
 
Dear Mr. Cvitash, 
 
As a 4th-generation Alaskan with substantial knowledge of how essential our Alaska Marine Highway 
System is to not only the panhandle but also the rest of the state, I would like to go on record as a 
strong supporter of the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project. 
 
As a little background of my lifelong relationship with the fleet and her sailors, my father, Walter 
Kubley, was one of the authors and sponsors of the legislation that created the system when he was a 
legislator from Ketchikan during the 2nd and 3rd legislative sessions after statehood.  In fact, he was 
recognized in the Congressional records on the floor of the Senate as ñThe Father of the Alaska Marine 
Highway Systemò.  That is one of the many reasons the Ketchikan terminal is named in his honor.  As 
a child, I was on the Maiden voyage of The Malispina with him, the Governor, and many other Alaskan 
governmental and business leaders, with my Uncle Harold Payne at the Helm. He was the master of 
the ship that day and for his entire career and was named ñCommander of the Fleetò by Governor Tony 
Knowles upon his retirement.  I personally represented Ketchikan, The Gateway Borough, Metlakatla, 
Saxman, the city of Kodiak, The Kodiak Island Borough, and other communities served by the system 
as their governmental liaison in Juneau and DC for many years.  I also represented, for various time 
periods, all three unions that proudly manned the ships, The Inland Boatmen's Union of the Pacific, 
The Marine Engineers Beneficial Association, and The Masters, Mates and Pilots Union during my 
25-plus years working the halls of the capitals.  Always at the top of the list for all these entities was 
support for a healthy, growing AMHS.  Obviously, its ñglory daysò are far behind us, but service to 
the communities and citizens of those communities has not diminished, and the fleet remains the 
lifeblood of those it serves.   
 









Sent: 12/15/2025 6:12:22 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Comments

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Ben Kirkpatrick <  
Sent: Friday, November 28, 2025 4:40 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Comments
 
Hello Greg:  Please consider this email as vote of no  confidence in the Cascade Point proposal.  As a long time resident of the 
Haines and Juneau this proposal is still not a wise choice.  A poor use of tax dollars, a    significant inconvenience for users, and 
a needless scar on Berners Bay which is already being impacted by industrial activity .  Improve the existing ferry service and 
encourage more freight to be used when there is space available.  Thank you for considering these comments.
 
Ben Kirkpatrick

Haines
 





http://www.sealt.org/


 

 

 
November 28, 2025 

Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager      
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc. 

 Suite 200 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
±ƛŀ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ  
 
Dear Mr. Cvitash, 
 
The Southeast Alaska Land Trust (SEALT) is submitting this comment regarding the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)Ʉs proposed Cascade Point 
Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build (Project #HSHWY00031). SEALT collaborates with 
communities, individuals, and organizations throughout Southeast Alaska to help ensure 
that highly valued habitat, recreation, open space, and cultural and historic areas continue 
to thrive for the well-being of each generation. SEALT currently stewards over 3,800 acres 
across 44 conservation properties throughout Southeast Alaska. 
 
SEALTɄs portfolio of conserved lands includes five properties comprising over 240 
acres that will be impacted by development at Cascade Point. These include three 
properties owned by the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) upon which SEALT holds 
conservation easements; one privately-owned parcel upon which SEALT holds a 
conservation easement; and one larger property owned in fee by SEALT. The attached map 
shows the location of each of these conservation parcels. We are glad to provide additional 
information on these sites and their legally protected conservation values. 
 
Each conservation propertyɄs protection includes unique conservation values, permitted 
uses, and restricted activities, which are defined in detail in the conservation easement or 
management plan particular to each property. These conservation sites protect valuable 
natural salmon and wildlife habitat, serve as an important and iconic viewshed, and 
provide public recreational opportunities for the community including hiking, fishing, 
hunting, birding, and wildlife viewing. These lands connect with other protected sites 
including the Tongass National Forest, Eagle Beach State Recreation Area, and CBJ Amalga 
Meadows Park. Together, these sites create the ɇJuneau Green Zone,Ɉ mapped in 2001 to 
document over 20 miles of publicly accessible, minimally developed space held by various 

 Juneau, AK 99801 
 | F  

SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 
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Sent: 12/15/2025 7:06:33 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Pt Ferry Terminal Questions

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From: Thor Lindstam 
Sent: Saturday, November 29, 2025 1:52 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: Cascade Pt Ferry Terminal Questions

Greetings,

Will there be any consideration for the safety of vehicles parked over night?
What portion of the day will the facility be unattended?
Will there be cell service?
Will the ticket price be reduced? 

Thanks,
Thor Lindstam





Sent: 12/15/2025 7:10:48 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Comment on supposed ferry terminal in Juneau

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From: Maureen OHalloran 
Sent: Saturday, November 29, 2025 4:00 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: Comment on supposed ferry terminal in Juneau

It has become blatantly obvious that the proposal for a ferry terminal at cascade point is just an excuse to build a road to benefit 
mining and other interests. The AMHS and towns of Juneau, Haines, and Skagway oppose it. It will weaken the AMHS even 
further than the mismanagement to date. 

Living in Juneau the last ferry trip I took was to Sitka. $67 each way for a senior citizen without a car. $20 for the cab fare to the 
Auke Bay terminal (I had someone to pick me up on the way back). Taking a car $$$ more. 

This idea of a cascade point terminal will only make the ferry more expensive and more inconvenient. It’s already in a death spiral 
because of scheduling being crap. It all started years ago when the decided Juneau should be a hub. Ferries are not airlines! 
Then as it gets more expensive and schedules get more inconvenient less people ride so it gets more expensive etc etc etc

The inconvenience is just, if not more, important than the cost. This idea for a cascade point terminal is bogus. The people 
suggesting it just want the road to support their mining and other interests and f*** the actual people who take (or would like to 
take) the actual ferry.

---
Maureen

































Sent: 12/18/2025 4:55:07 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Keep the ferry where people can get it.
Attachments: Screen Shot 2025-11-30 at 3.10.45 PM.png 

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Victoria dance <  
Sent: Sunday, November 30, 2025 2:11 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Keep the ferry where people can get it.
 
It is a pain in the neck to get to the ferry now. Relocating it for the convenience of the gold miners ignores the "efficiency" of 
making it accessible to people.  The idea of "shorter ferry trips, longer roads" is unrealistic for the people of Juneau.
 
 
 
 













http://www.williwaw.com/




https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/assets/Notice-To-Begin-Engineering_And_Environmental_Studies_OPN.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mustreadalaska.com/dunleavy-moves-forward-with-new-ferry-terminal-at-cascade-point-to-strengthen-juneau-access-bucks-legislature/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mustreadalaska.com/dunleavy-moves-forward-with-new-ferry-terminal-at-cascade-point-to-strengthen-juneau-access-bucks-legislature/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/assets/Cascade-Point-Ferry-Terminal-Analysis.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/assets/Cascade-Point-Ferry-Terminal-Analysis.pdf


Multiple recent reports note that Haines and Skagway assemblies oppose the project, and that the State has not completed (or at 
least not provided) a convincing economic feasibility case for building a second Juneau terminal. News From The 
States+3KTOO+3Alaska Beacon+3
Before any further construction proceeds, the State should be required to show — with transparent, community-vetted analysis — 
how this terminal improves real schedule reliability, vessel availability, and rider experience in the Lynn Canal. So far, that burden 
has not been met.

4. Stage 1 locks the State into a controversial path before the core public questions are answered.

Stage 1 is not a neutral step. By building the access road and staging pad now, the State is functionally committing to a terminal 
that lacks broad public support in the very corridor it’s supposed to benefit. Alaska Department of Transportation+1
If the State later concludes the terminal is not viable, we will still have spent public funds on enabling infrastructure for a project 
that should never have advanced.

This is a bogus use of AMHS funds and I urge you to not spend our tax dollars in this manner and instead put them to 
work for the dedicated purpose of making the ferry system work for the residents of Alaska and our visitors.
 
Rebecca Hylton
Haines Resident
 

 99827

https://www.ktoo.org/2025/07/31/state-signs-28-5m-contract-to-advance-new-ferry-terminal-over-objections-from-marine-highway-board/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ktoo.org/2025/07/31/state-signs-28-5m-contract-to-advance-new-ferry-terminal-over-objections-from-marine-highway-board/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/assets/Notice-To-Begin-Engineering_And_Environmental_Studies_OPN.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com




https://soundsailing.com/










Sent: 12/18/2025 5:24:43 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal - Comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Brook Cinocco <  
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 9:04 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal - Comment
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing to speak against the proposed cascade point ferry terminal.
 
I actively go between Haines and Juneau about every six weeks by ferry. Unreliability and cost of flying in Southeast Alaska are 
primary factors for ferry use.  I'm sure someone has statistics on how many days flights are grounded throughout the year due to 
weather. In my personal experience it happens frequently. For example, as I am writing this comment, I sit at the cafeteria on one 
of the Alaska Marine Highway's ferries. The passengers sitting next to me have been stuck in Juneau for two days due to 
grounded flights. On top of weather, the cost of a one way flight being $200-$260 is also prohibitive.
 
My primary concern is the limit of our state's current resources. Alaska has been in a budget crisis for the past many years. 
Evidence of this can be found with a quick google search if you are not familiar. Is investing in new infrastructure with unclear 
goals and benefits a good use of Alaska's money? The ferry system is a necessary, unique and wonderful part of living in 
Southeast Alaska. I want improvements to our current infrastructure. What we put our money and time into now affects not only 
us but future generations of Alaskans. Let us aim to create investments that make them proud, rather than puzzled about the 
priorities of our state.
 
Another concern is being a ferry walk-on passenger. How much more difficult & expensive will it be for me to be dropped off an 
extra thirty miles from a town? Why would we create infrastructure in an already remote place that makes it more expensive & 
time consuming to travel in? 
 
I urge those working diligently on this project to consider that this is not what the public wants. Investigate the depth of the reports 
and analysis that has been done to date. - Create your own version of this article DOT’s fake analysis of the Cascade Point 
project. Help our state move away from irresponsible fiscal decisions.  Let us invest in infrastructure for Alaska's people, not 
against them and see how our economy and lives can flourish. 
 
Warmly, 
Brook Cinocco 
 

https://www.juneauindependent.com/post/dot-s-fake-analysis-of-the-cascade-point-project
https://www.juneauindependent.com/post/dot-s-fake-analysis-of-the-cascade-point-project










Sent: 12/18/2025 5:35:16 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: cascade point ferry terminal - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: greg huebschen <  
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2025 8:27 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: cascade point ferry terminal
 
Not in favor of this road and terminal expansion project.  Prefer the no build alternative.
 

Sent using Zoho Mail

 
 

https://www.zoho.com/mail/




















https://calendar.app.google/PCajQ8n6fARz9STx9










https://www.facebook.com/coeuralaskakensingtonmine
https://www.instagram.com/coeuralaskakensingtonmine/
https://twitter.com/CoeurAlaska








Sent: 12/18/2025 6:10:18 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From:  
Sent: Friday, December 5, 2025 4:41 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Dear Environmental Quality Manager Greg Cvitash,

I oppose the ferry terminal at Cascade Point. 

It’s not in the best interests of the public, particularly the communities directly impacted. Public criticism of the project is 
widespread and two-thirds of the municipalities the terminal purports to serve, Haines and Skagway, have publicly and officially 
opposed the project. Beyond Haines, Skagway and Juneau, other Southeast Alaska communities served by the Alaska Marine 
Highway are impacted by the irresponsible allocation of funding, as it destabilizes ferry service system-wide. This project is also 
offensive to communities outside of Southeast Alaska with critical transportation infrastructure projects that may not receive 
funding perhaps directly due to this project, or indirectly due to the federal matching funds put at risk by the Governor’s veto of 
the legislature’s reallocation of funding earmarked for this development.

The motivations for this project are called into question by the Dunleavy administration’s consistent neglect of the Alaska Marine 
Highway System — Southeast Alaska communities have suffered through infrequent and unreliable service, impacting access to 
healthcare and essential goods and services.

Alaska Marine Highway Operations Board member Bob Horchover is quoted as saying: "...This is a bit of a very narrow, focused 
project for a very narrow group of people that seem to think that this is some kind of an answer, or they're paying off some favor 
somewhere. I don't know exactly what the motivation is, but it sure isn't for the good of the Alaska Marine Highway service."

Analysis of the true beneficiaries of the development — even a poorly executed analysis — show that private businesses are the 
real winners. In particular, Ed King’s economic analysis states: "Outside of mining, most other effects — including tourism, 
commuting, and general freight handling — are best described as redistributive rather than generative."

The high construction costs, estimated at $90 million, cannot be offset or justified by projected savings in fuel or labor. King’s 
analysis further concludes: “From a fiscal perspective, direct Alaska Marine Highway System savings do not yield attractive 
financial returns on investment.”

A public infrastructure project should not primarily benefit private interests and this project does just that, while sidelining the 
needs of residents in Southeast Alaska and across the State. 

On top of these issues, the Cascade Point project has been fast-tracked ahead with little to no regard for process — with 
contracts awarded before feasibility studies are completed or public comment periods are held. The one poorly executed 
economic analysis, also published after the Phase 1 contract was awarded, does little to justify the project. Further, there is no 
true feasibility study and there are no studies documenting the ecological or cultural impacts, despite the existence of significant 





https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_Internal_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000604&af_sub5=EmailSignature__Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=9d3a686e-218d-4849-8298-b480188dc8ac&af_android_url=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail%26listing%3Demail_signature


Sent: 12/18/2025 6:13:37 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Hrant:

We are forwarding a public comment received. 

Greg Cvitash

-----Original Message-----
From:  
Sent: Saturday, December 6, 2025 12:04 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash 
Subject: I oppose the Cascade Point ferry terminal

Dear Environmental Quality Manager Greg Cvitash,

As a Marine Biology student researching marine and terrestrial wildlife, I oppose the ferry terminal at Cascade Point. 

It’s not in the best interests of the public, particularly the communities directly impacted. Public criticism of the project is 
widespread and two-thirds of the municipalities the terminal purports to serve, Haines and Skagway, have publicly and officially 
opposed the project. Beyond Haines, Skagway and Juneau, other Southeast Alaska communities served by the Alaska Marine 
Highway are impacted by the irresponsible allocation of funding, as it destabilizes ferry service system-wide. This project is also 
offensive to communities outside of Southeast Alaska with critical transportation infrastructure projects that may not receive 
funding perhaps directly due to this project, or indirectly due to the federal matching funds put at risk by the Governor’s veto of 
the legislature’s reallocation of funding earmarked for this development.

The motivations for this project are called into question by the Dunleavy administration’s consistent neglect of the Alaska Marine 
Highway System — Southeast Alaska communities have suffered through infrequent and unreliable service, impacting access to 
healthcare and essential goods and services.

Alaska Marine Highway Operations Board member Bob Horchover is quoted as saying: "...This is a bit of a very narrow, focused 
project for a very narrow group of people that seem to think that this is some kind of an answer, or they're paying off some favor 
somewhere. I don't know exactly what the motivation is, but it sure isn't for the good of the Alaska Marine Highway service."

Analysis of the true beneficiaries of the development — even a poorly executed analysis — show that private businesses are the 
real winners. In particular, Ed King’s economic analysis states: "Outside of mining, most other effects — including tourism, 
commuting, and general freight handling — are best described as redistributive rather than generative."

The high construction costs, estimated at $90 million, cannot be offset or justified by projected savings in fuel or labor. King’s 
analysis further concludes: “From a fiscal perspective, direct Alaska Marine Highway System savings do not yield attractive 
financial returns on investment.”

A public infrastructure project should not primarily benefit private interests and this project does just that, while sidelining the 
needs of residents in Southeast Alaska and across the State. 

On top of these issues, the Cascade Point project has been fast-tracked ahead with little to no regard for process — with 
contracts awarded before feasibility studies are completed or public comment periods are held. The one poorly executed 
economic analysis, also published after the Phase 1 contract was awarded, does little to justify the project. Further, there is no 
true feasibility study and there are no studies documenting the ecological or cultural impacts, despite the existence of significant 







cultural sites at Cascade Point and valued wildlife and fish populations of the Berners Bay area.

It appears the Alaska Department of Transportation is willing to play fast and loose with public money, public interest and sacred 
sites in order to give handouts to private interests, eroding public trust in the State of Alaska.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Hillary Mullen

 Petersburg, AK 99833-1100 











http://www.dremilykane.com/




contracts awarded before feasibility studies are completed or public comment periods are held. The one poorly executed 
economic analysis, also published after the Phase 1 contract was awarded, does little to justify the project. Further, there is no 
true feasibility study and there are no studies documenting the ecological or cultural impacts, despite the existence of significant 
cultural sites at Cascade Point and valued wildlife and fish populations of the Berners Bay area.

It appears the Alaska Department of Transportation is willing to play fast and loose with public money, public interest and sacred 
sites in order to give handouts to private interests, eroding public trust in the State of Alaska.

Sincerely,
Mr. Ronan Davies

 Juneau, AK 99801-9537















https://www.amazon.com/Across-Shamans-River-Tlingit-Stronghold/dp/1602233292/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1510202809&sr=1-1&keywords=across+the+shaman%27s+river


Sent: 12/18/2025 6:48:49 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Jean McBrien <  
Sent: Saturday, December 13, 2025 3:54 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Fwd: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jean McBrien <
Date: Sat, Dec 13, 2025 at D'%$W*+
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Comments
To: <
 

DATE:                 December 13, 2025

TO:                     Greg Cvitash Environmental Quality Manager

FROM:               Jean-Marie McBrien

                             

                            Juneau, AK 99801

RE:                      Cascade Point Ferry Terminal

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal to build a ferry terminal at Cascade Point.

I find it hard to believe that there are people who think this is a good idea.  My thought is that, when traveling this way, people 
want to go from one population center to another population center.  

Currently, having a terminal in Juneau allows people to leave their home and have a short drive to the terminal for travel to many 
places in Alaska, including Haines and Skagway.  They can bring their car or park it at the terminal, then walk  onto the ferry and 
walk off the ferry at their destination – another population center.  The road to Cascade Point would have few services available 
and the drive there in winter could be treacherous.

People traveling TO Juneau without a car would disembark at Cascade Point and would then need to hire transportation 
(again)  to get to Juneau.  It is my understanding that Juneau taxis currently charge $40 to transport a person from downtown to 
the Juneau Auk Bay ferry terminal – a distance of approximately 21 miles.  Cascade Point is about 30 miles north of the current 
terminal so hiring a taxi one way would probably cost about $100 one way.  Capital Transit does not currently provide 
transportation to the terminal, so we can’t expect that there would be public transportation at Cascade Point.  













http://www.sealt.org/
http://www.sealt.org/


 

 

 
November 28, 2025 

Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager      
Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc. 

 Suite 200 
Eagle River, AK 99577 
±ƛŀ 9ƳŀƛƭΥ  
 
Dear Mr. Cvitash, 
 
The Southeast Alaska Land Trust (SEALT) is submitting this comment regarding the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF)Ʉs proposed Cascade Point 
Ferry Terminal Stage 1 Design-Build (Project #HSHWY00031). SEALT collaborates with 
communities, individuals, and organizations throughout Southeast Alaska to help ensure 
that highly valued habitat, recreation, open space, and cultural and historic areas continue 
to thrive for the well-being of each generation. SEALT currently stewards over 3,800 acres 
across 44 conservation properties throughout Southeast Alaska. 
 
SEALTɄs portfolio of conserved lands includes five properties comprising over 240 
acres that will be impacted by development at Cascade Point. These include three 
properties owned by the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) upon which SEALT holds 
conservation easements; one privately-owned parcel upon which SEALT holds a 
conservation easement; and one larger property owned in fee by SEALT. The attached map 
shows the location of each of these conservation parcels. We are glad to provide additional 
information on these sites and their legally protected conservation values. 
 
Each conservation propertyɄs protection includes unique conservation values, permitted 
uses, and restricted activities, which are defined in detail in the conservation easement or 
management plan particular to each property. These conservation sites protect valuable 
natural salmon and wildlife habitat, serve as an important and iconic viewshed, and 
provide public recreational opportunities for the community including hiking, fishing, 
hunting, birding, and wildlife viewing. These lands connect with other protected sites 
including the Tongass National Forest, Eagle Beach State Recreation Area, and CBJ Amalga 
Meadows Park. Together, these sites create the ɇJuneau Green Zone,Ɉ mapped in 2001 to 
document over 20 miles of publicly accessible, minimally developed space held by various 

 Juneau, AK 99801 
 | F  

SoutheastAlaskaLandTrust.org 









Sent: 12/18/2025 6:40:01 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade point public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: ben <  
Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2025 10:59 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade point public comment
 
I am writing to express my opposition to the new proposed ferry terminal at Cascade Point.
 
The ferry's currently have tons of serious issues and we should be focusing our resources on these actual important issues, and 
fixing/maintaining the fleet and attracting new crew so we have proper to operate these vessels. 
 
This proposed terminal will do nothing in the long run to the benefit of the State, and those resources should be used on more 
pressing matters. This money spent on this project would do more to assist the mine that is there than the ferry system and the 
State should not be getting involved to assist private entities. Juneau already has a ferry terminal and to add a second one before 
addressing any of the other serious issues would be incompetent. 
 
It should be telling that the AMHS operations board are also questioning this project. The published analysis for this project has 
either outdated or non existent references, and nothing about this project adds up.
 
Please make sure my string opposition to this project is noted.
 
Regards,
 
Ben Eisenstein 























Sent: 12/29/2025 12:52:28 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: opposition to Cascade Point Ferry Terminal

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From:  <  
Sent: Saturday, December 27, 2025 2:09 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: opposition to Cascade Point Ferry Terminal
 
I’m writing to oppose the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal.  The public is waking up to our governments being taken over by monied 
interests.  For our democracy to service, it needs to be a credible government that is of, by and for the people.  Wealthy mining 
interests should be funding their own infrastructure; not receiving the too limited public funding that should go to people in 
need.  I’m personally sick of seeing corporations privatize the gains and socialize their losses.  We need corporations and jobs to 
lift up our communities; not to steal from them.
 
Alaska DOT should fund the ferries themselves first.  Fix and maintain the transportation infrastructure we already have before 
expanding and building out even more for future generations to maintain.  We shouldn’t be expanding our transportation 
infrastructure when we’re not maintaining what we already have, (e.g., the road to Eaglecrest).
 
Surely, the mine has the funding to pay to transport its workers without relying on the public taxpayer to subsidize their 
business.  The mine should want to show that they are a good community member; giving more than they take from our 
community.
 
Sincerely, Eric Antrim, PE, resident of Juneau since 2017,   Juneau AK 99802













The project is said (SOA) to strengthen regional connectivity. Given that Juneau as a key hub for the AMHS, how is connectivity 
enhanced by a satellite terminal at Cascade Point? When people from other Southeast AMHS communities besides Juneau want 
to connect to Haines, Skagway, and the mainland road system, will they have to de-board the ship at Juneau/Auke Bay, drive 32 
miles to the north and re-board another ferry at Cascade Point? And once again, what of those people and visitors without cars?  

How many southeast-wide AMHS passengers beyond Juneau are heading to Haines or Skagway as their destination. Do we 
know this?

These are some very important questions. I would like to see how we are addressing them. Thank you for listening and for the 
extended opportunity to comment. I am a life-long user and beneficiary of the Alaska State Ferry System.

Sincerely,

ODIN BRUDIE

 









https://www.facebook.com/southeastalaskaconservationcouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/southeast_ak_wild/
https://www.seacc.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/southeastalaskaconservationcouncil/
https://www.instagram.com/southeast_ak_wild/
https://www.seacc.org/donate








https://www.doi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-01/fp25-02fsb.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-01/fp25-02fsb.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/dcfnewsrelease/1671728704.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/dcfnewsrelease/1671728704.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/publication/bb243dff-5852-44c5-bdf5-4b1be96bdc53/3guk/publication-web-resources/pdf/SEAK_Atlas.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/publication/bb243dff-5852-44c5-bdf5-4b1be96bdc53/3guk/publication-web-resources/pdf/SEAK_Atlas.pdf


https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsp151
https://doi.org/10.1093/icesjms/fsp151


https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#16.05.841
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#16.05.871


https://www.goldbelt.com/goldbelt-signs-mou-with-department-of-transportation-public-facilities-for-cascade-point-development/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.goldbelt.com/goldbelt-signs-mou-with-department-of-transportation-public-facilities-for-cascade-point-development/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.goldbelt.com/goldbelt-signs-mou-with-department-of-transportation-public-facilities-for-cascade-point-development/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://grandeportage.com/news/grande-portage-announces-important-developments-for-direct-ore-shipping-at-the-proposed-cascade-point-marine-terminal-site-near/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://grandeportage.com/news/grande-portage-announces-important-developments-for-direct-ore-shipping-at-the-proposed-cascade-point-marine-terminal-site-near/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://grandeportage.com/news/grande-portage-announces-important-developments-for-direct-ore-shipping-at-the-proposed-cascade-point-marine-terminal-site-near/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


https://www.washingtondcnews.net/news/278757264/grande-portage-reports-advancements-of-transportation-infrastructure-at-the-new-amalga-gold-project?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.washingtondcnews.net/news/278757264/grande-portage-reports-advancements-of-transportation-infrastructure-at-the-new-amalga-gold-project?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.washingtondcnews.net/news/278757264/grande-portage-reports-advancements-of-transportation-infrastructure-at-the-new-amalga-gold-project?utm_source=chatgpt.com




https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/section_106_tutorial/keyterms.aspx
https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/2024%20-%20AMHOB%20Meeting%20Slides%203.5.24%20revised.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/2024%20-%20AMHOB%20Meeting%20Slides%203.5.24%20revised.pdf
https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/2024%20-%20AMHOB%20Meeting%20Slides%203.5.24%20revised.pdf






https://www.seconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Transportation_Commissioner-Anderson-and-Director-Goins_DOTPF_updated.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://seconference.org/wp-content/uploads/Transportation_Commissioner-Anderson-and-Director-Goins_DOTPF_updated.pdf
https://seconference.org/wp-content/uploads/Transportation_Commissioner-Anderson-and-Director-Goins_DOTPF_updated.pdf


https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties/section-106-process/achieving-resolution
https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties/section-106-process/achieving-resolution
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Sent: 1/12/2026 11:52:19 AM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From:  <  
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 9:08 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal
 
This email is a comment against the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal.
 
I live in Haines, AK.
 
The Auke Bay Ferry Terminal was wisely built close to downtown Juneau.  Access by car or taxi is easy.
 
Building a new ferry dock where there is no running water, need for pit toilets, and the long drive to Juneau is unacceptable.  In 
Winter weather it could be dangerous and stupid after a 4.5 ferry ride from Haines and most likely very expensive for bus or Taxi.
 
It appears the only reason is to spend valuable money that should got into the REAL ferries and to make sure you don't have to 
comply with union work time by shortening the actual ferry ride by 30 minutes or so.
 
I vote NO.
 
Michael Marks

 
Haines, AK 99827
 
 
Sent with Proton Mail secure email. 

https://proton.me/mail/home




https://dot.alaska.gov/amhob/docs/archives/Cascade-Point-Ferry-Terminal-Economic-Analysis.pdf


https://www.facebook.com/backcountryhunters
https://instagram.com/backcountryhunters/
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Sent: 1/12/2026 11:59:33 AM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade point project comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Bob Piorkowski <  
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 1:40 PM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade point project comment
 
I, a 59 year alaska resident, stand opposed to the proposed cascade point project. It is essentially a public paid gift to private 
corporations with imaginary public benefits. How can allowing existing public facilities that work well be allowed to deteriorate. 
How can forcing the public to drive long distances on poorly maintained roads especially during dangerous winter conditions be a 
benefit to them?  No cascade point project unless it’s substantial cost is born totally by the private corporations that will benefit 
from them
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Sent: 1/12/2026 12:32:13 PM
From: Gregory J. Cvitash <
To:

Harutyunyan "Hrant (DOT)" 
<

Cc:
"Benjamin M Storey (DOT)" 
<  Gentemann "Christy D 
(DOT)" <  "Michael L. 
Foster" <  "Benjamin C. Gerwig" 
<  "Tyler Foster" 
<  "Gabriel Gonzalez" 
<

Bcc:
Importance: 3 (Normal)
Subject: FW: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal - public comment

Hrant:
 
We are forwarding a public comment received.  
 
Greg Cvitash
 
From: Shaun McGraw <  
Sent: Saturday, January 10, 2026 8:00 AM
To: Gregory J. Cvitash <
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal
 
I strongly oppose this project.
The money should be used to update existing AMHS infrastructure and reestablish an affordable route to the lower 48 (Prince 
Rupert or Hyder).
Thank you,
Shaun McGraw 
 



























































































From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 7:19 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Dec 9, 2025 at 07:18 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
ann Moore  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Shorter travel times?...not for me, the new terminal adds 30 more miles to getting 
on the ferry. Lower operating cost? Really....I am spending much more -on gas, wear 
and tare on my car and if not on my car then on a taxi!! My time is of value to me 
also, and those extra 30 miles costs me time- valuable time, if going to the airport, 
sleep before travel or an appointment, etc. Good grief- who is this a benefit to?   
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U1MzE3MjgAAR4eqXi0GxcfZvnXQzRhQNiXmqlhdvvESm03lbrDQwKGW4lsMQcMsv
E_zgzsfw_aem_5pb3jc-vOHxxz_oBIfB1hA  

  
  

























































From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2025 4:33 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Dec 11, 2025 at 04:33 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Adrian Slater  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
My Key Concerns & Criticisms: Cost & Priorities: This is not the priority for 
investment in the AMHS. I think funds should fix existing aging ferries or 
infrastructure, not build a new terminal on leased land with huge cost overruns to 
be anticipated. Location & Accessibility: The terminal's location is far from Juneau 
amenities, creating major issues for walk-on passengers who need costly shuttles 
(though Goldbelt offers some, but with what guarantee that the service will be there 
for those who need it.). It duplicates existing adequate ferry installations at Auke 
Bay at a huge cost. Lack of Need/Benefit: I feel it serves the mine and Goldbelt more 
than communities, offering little real benefit to residents of Haines, Skagway, or 
Juneau, while adding expense and hassle and handing a huge public funded subsidy 
to those other entities. Financial & Environmental Doubts: I question the economic 
analysis, and have concerns about cultural impacts, increased local 
traffic/emissions, and whether projected savings justify the huge investment. It 
appears to be an analysis to promote the project rather than looking at the 
alternatives, including no-build. Process & Transparency: I have grave concerns 
about DOT's process, lack of full studies, and bypassing the AMHS Oversight Board, 
with some seeing the analysis as biased propaganda. This is not following any open 
discussion of the best way to improve the ferry system nor does it appear to have 
taken into account any of the stakeholders, save the mine and Goldbelt.  
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2025 5:02 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Dec 16, 2025 at 05:01 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Dale Miller  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Water transportation is better than roads. Plowing snow, repairing and repaving is 
costly. Use the money to improve AMHS vessels. The Cascade terminal means one 
more transfer from one vessel or vehicle to another. One more time hauling luggage 
and standing line.  

HTTP_REFER  
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/  

EMAIL  
[REDACTED]  

SUBMITTED  
Submit  

User Data  

Referrer:  
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-
terminal/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOu7IRleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFPM0RuQjFHRmNncU
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environmental protections, and ignores the system-wide maintenance and vessel 
replacement needs that our ferry network depends on. As a Haines resident who 
relies on the ferry for community connection, economic stability, and year-round 
mobility, I urge DOT&PF to remove the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal from the STIP 
and instead prioritize real, lasting improvements to the Alaska Marine Highway 
Systemуincluding increased daily sailings on our existing route. Thank you for 
considering these comments and for supporting a strong, reliable ferry system that 
works for all Southeast Alaskans.  
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public record) that focus specifically on this project? I would be happy to assist DOT 
staff in organizing a public meeting in juneau, if that's helpful. Looking at the bigger 
picture, AMHS Ports 33 graphic above: Cascade point is clearly the most expensive 
project listed. Again, I want to reiterate that we shouldn't build new things; instead, 
we should focus on what we already have and ensure it's updated, running 
efficiently, and effectively. DOT, I respectfully request that you abandon this project 
by selecting the 'No Build' option and allocate the funds for Cascade Point to 
existing AMHS infrastructure upgrades and maintenance backlogs. Thank you for 
your time and consideration, Dan Cannon   
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of additional adverse impacts. The highway stretch between the mine and the 
terminal would now be also used by huge ore trucks for which the 2-lane road is not 
designed. These trucks would pose a major hazard for all users of the road, 
including those people who live along the road corridor, people who bike, run, walk, 
walk their dogs along the road, and those headed to/from the ferry. Studies from 
British Columbia and elsewhere show the enormous price that wildlife, including 
deer, bears, and other animals pay via collisions with ore trucks; even with willing 
and conscientious drivers, large trucks are hard or impossible to stop quickly, 
especially in adverse road and visibility conditions. These ore trucks would also 
pose a pollution and spill risk along the road corridor. They would cause massive 
wear and tear on the road. In the cost-benefit calculations for the ferry / ore 
terminal, I wonder if the state considered all these negative impacts? That is, the 
costs from increased traffic, increased wear and tear, and increased road 
maintenance needs (including snow removal) between Auke Bay and Cascade Point 
from both ferry travelers and ore trucks? How about the risks and associated costs 
from increased accidents in that section of the road, the demands that will pose on 
police and emergency services? Or the adverse impacts on property owners, 
wildlife, bikers, and other users of that section of the road? Let alone the costs of 
modifying the road to meet 21st century standards that make it safer for people and 
wildlife alike? Allowing more traffic, including industrial ore trucks, on that section 
of the highway cannot be an afterthought. Outside the road corridor, the Cascade 
Point project represents an unacceptable sprawl into Berners Bay, a world-class 
nursery, an ecosystem with immense ecological, cultural, subsistence, and social 
values. The bay was designated an Aquatic Resource of National Importance by the 
U.S. EPA in the 1990s because it is considered one of the most valuable public 
areas in the country. Anywhere else an area like Berners Bay would have a strong 
protected status due to its natural and cultural values. Developing an industrial hub 
there would fundamentally alter the bay, threaten the ecological foundation of the 
ecosystem, and adversely affect the recreational, subsistence, and other uses of 
the bay. An industrial terminal would adversely affect all beings who depend on it, 
including me. The terminal would destroy upland and tidal habitats in the terminal 
area. It would replace those habitats with an unsightly industrial complex that 
would generate 24/7 light pollution, air and water pollution, risk of oil spills, and 
other disturbances extending across the bay. The terminal would be near herring 
spawning bedsуfќƻĲШƽċƣĦőĲĬШőĲƖƖŔŰŊШƖŸũũШŔŰШƣhe seaweed near there in the pastу
and any pollution would pose a threat to them and subsequently to anyone 
ĦŸŰƚƨůŔŰŊШƣőĲШƖŸĲоƚĲċƽĲĲĬоŸƖШƣőĲШŉŔƚőШƣőĲůƚĲũƻĲƚЮШÑőĲШƣĲƖůŔŰċũќƚШũŔŊőƣƚШƽŸƨũĬШ
eliminate natural dark in the bay and could disorient and pose a collision hazard to 
both resident and migratory birds. The vessel traffic in and out of the terminal would 
drastically increase risk of vessel strikes with marine mammals. These and other 
ċĬƻĲƖƚĲШĲŉŉĲĦƣƚШƽŸƨũĬШƨŰĬĲƖůŔŰĲШƣőĲШ7ĲƖŰĲƖƚШ7ċǃќƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШÂŸŔŰƣШ7ƖŔdget 
ÉƣċƣĲШÂċƖťќƚЯШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũЯШƚŸĦŔċũЯШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШƻċũƨĲƚЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШƣőĲШċƖĲċќƚШĦċƓċĦŔƣǃШ
to support the richness of life it currently does. Developing an ore terminal at 
ƓƨĤũŔĦќƚШĲǂƓĲŰƚĲШŔŰШċŰШĲĦŸũŸŊŔĦċũũǃШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШċƖĲċШũŔťĲШ7ĲƖŰĲƖƚШ7ċǃШƚĲĲůƚШ















From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 3:18 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 8, 2026 at 03:17 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Inua Blevins  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
The Cascade Point terminal project is a terrible idea and should be cancelled 
immediately. This project serves the interests of local corporations and mining 
companies, NOT the people of Southeast. I was born and raised in Juneau. I am an 
avid supporter of AMHS and ride it dozens of times each year. Forcing AMHS staff 
and guests to drive to the end of the road is shortsighted and will put an undue 
burden on the lesser privileged. I believe this is a naked handout to private interests. 
There are no benefits to the residents, only to moneyed-interests. I can not 
emphasize enough how bad of an idea Cascade Point is, or how obviously this is 
meant to benefit a few wealthy entities rather than the whole. The people behind 
this project should be ashamed for their complicity in further hurting the ailing 
AMHS while lining the pockets of already-rich mineral extraction companies and 
local corporations looking for the state to do their bidding.  

HTTP_REFER  
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-terminal/  

EMAIL  
[REDACTED]  

SUBMITTED  
Submit  

User Data  

Referrer:  
https://dot.alaska.gov/sereg/projects/cascade-point-ferry-
terminal/?fbclid=IwY2xjawPNJpJleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFrTVN5bmlMbG8ybktN
YWJpc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHo3Pl9gqnai4qzsPXJEs
ZOERfb79G9BJ-dHneoebNd6-BGDCXHvFcBFgIM_q_aem_vfW-
2MJxSKDRqjDghF_R0g  

  
  

































From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 5:17 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 8, 2026 at 05:17 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Seth Thompson  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
This project is absolutely ridiculous. Why would anyone move the ferry terminal that 
far away from town? How are walk-on passengers supposed to get there? 40-60 
miles cab ride? Does anyone who is spearheading this project know what that 
costs? Has anyone involved in this project ever taken a public bus or taxi? There are 
no public busses that run out there. There is no sewer/septic/potable water out 
there. There is no way that this makes sense for anyone except the mine. Why do 
the heads at DOT and PF feel they need to keep dumping millions of dollars into 
failed projects? The bridge to nowhere? The fast ferry debacle? Bow doors on the 
Tazlina and Hubbard? This project should be terminated and that money spent 
elsewhere.  
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 7:39 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 8, 2026 at 07:38 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Terence O Hoskinson  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Why would the state of Alaska subsidize a mining project. The entities that stand to 
gain financially should pay for it. That would be the mining company and Goldbelt 
Corp. As a ferry terminal, it's a disaster. It's particularly difficult for "walk ons". 
Passengers will be stranded out there when ferries are delayed. Claiming that it will 
save money only works within very narrow parameters. If you consider the cost of 
maintaining two ferry terminals instead of one and all the road maintenance 
required to guarantee access, the state of Alaska will be paying a lot more than it 
does now, even taking into account new ferries.  
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 8:41 AM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 9, 2026 at 08:41 AM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Linda Baker  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Please DO NOT build a ferry terminal at Cascade Point. Driving to and from the ferry 
terminal would be an unnecessarily time consuming, costly, and potentially 
hazardous inconvenience for all. Not only would a ferry terminal so far from Juneau 
be a major inconvenience, it would for half the year or more, require driving in the 
dark, often on a road that is snowy or icy. This would substantially increase the risk 
of fatal vehicle accidents. While the ferry ride from Cascade Point might be shorter 
it would substantially increase the time a passenger would need to get to the ferry. 
The way to save money on the ferry system is to build a road to Skagway. That would 
be so much cheaper plus it would cut travel time by hours for drivers and allow 
them to travel at any time. The current system is not financially responsible and the 
proposed Cascade Point ferry terminal would be even less responsible. Sincerely, 
Linda Baker    
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 9:32 AM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 9, 2026 at 09:31 AM  

Form Data  

NAME  
David Berg  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Hi, I'm a resident of Juneau and I use the ferry for round trip sailings 4-5 times a 
year. I do not support the proposed Cascade Point Point Ferry Terminal 
development for a few reasons. I first visited Juneau on a bicycle. From a tourist or 
visitor's perspective, the existing Auke Bay terminal is already far from most city 
services and amenities. The Cascade Point location would be even farther from 
where most people live and where most ferry travelers want to visit when they step, 
pedal, or drive off the ferry in Juneau. I can't imagine biking from Cascade Point to a 
campground or the hostel in inclement weather would be very fun. Heck, driving out 
the road in the winter weather doesn't sound very fun right now either. I don't buy 
the logic that the proposed location would save me time for future ferry trips. It just 
sounds like extra hassle. And for the little bit of time savings claimed in the 
proposal, I would rather more of my time be spent on the ferry versus traveling out 
the road to Cascade Point. Presently, I would prefer the ferry terminal be closer to 
where I live. Please invest more in the state's fleet of ferries, be it maintenance or 
upgrades, so that they're more reliable. And support the AMHS employees more so 
they can provide an even better service. A cancelled ferry sailing often has 
cascading negative effects on the community of ferry users. If there is private 
interest in developing Cascade Point, please don't involve state funds. At the very 
least, don't involve the ferry system. Thank you for considering my comment.  
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 11:35 AM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 9, 2026 at 11:34 AM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Andrew Bliss  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
Build better ferries, not more docks with sprawling logistics.  
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From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 5:37 PM 
To: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (DOT sponsored) 
Subject: Cascade Point Ferry Terminal Project Feedback 

 

Email processed on Jan 9, 2026 at 05:36 PM  

Form Data  

NAME  
Ryan Mandeville  

RESCORE  
0.0  

COMMENTS  
I am beyond baffled by why I am having to comment on this. This should not even be 
considered if you were actually trying to serve Haines and Skagway. Could we start 
by listening to your board that you spent years creating and who is against this. 
Could you listen to the communities that are against it. Could you listen to common 
sense, which is not magically fixed by the bus from the mining operation that you 
are building this dock for with State money. According to your website, you are 
taking 250 cars off the road. How many are you putting on for 40 miles through 
winding roads, impacting wildlife, endangering cars during severe weather? The 
environmental impact is equalized if not compounded through the amount of traffic 
this will add. If you are hoping that people or schools will be excited about 
unloading off the ferry, getting all their gear onto a city bus, winding along the coast 
line, making it to the current terminal, getting back out of the bus, unloading all their 
gear, waiting for the city taxi to come get them, loading into there, before getting to 
the hotel for the night, you haven't traveled in SouthEast. You definitely do not live in 
Skagway or Haines, where the car is usually packed to the gills getting onto the ferry 
from Juneau with fresh groceries. The comfortability and clear lines of sight to 
mirrors are negligible at best. Driving this way for an extra 40 miles is absurd! Could 
we instead, take this money and make sure that there are docks in Skagway and 
Haines to pull up to? Could we invest in another ship and training crew so that 
places like Kake don't have to go over a month without a ferry. This project is like 
having your house on fire and spending time and money getting a Christmas tree 
and decorations. All this project does, is makes it so Goldbelt doesn't have to 
shuttle its employees the 40 miles to the current ferry to send their employees 
home. It does nothing productive for the tax payer. Having lived in Skagway for two 
decades and listened to the promises of the mines come and go out of the Yukon, I 
can't understand why you think this partnership will be a sustainable one. The 
current owners word might mean something, but how long before they sell to 
another party or are bought out. How long before they close down and no longer 
provide the bus and ask for payment for the terminal? Only a matter of time.  
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Tunnel  alternatives  for  SW  Douglas  access:  A,  7 miles, beneath Eaglecrest lodge
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Tunnel  alternatives  for  SW  Douglas  access:  PEL option 1  B,  ~ 7  miles
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November 28, 2025 


Greg Cvitash, Environmental Quality Manager 


Michael L. Foster & Associates, Inc. 


13135 Old Glenn Highway, Suite 200 


Eagle River, AK 99577 


Direct Phone: (907) 696-6244 


Main Phone: (907) 696-6200 


Fax: (907) 696-6202 


Email: gjc@mlfaalaska.com 


 


RE: Sustainability Comments on Project # HSHWY00031 Cascade Point Ferry Terminal  


Dear Mr. Cvitash, 


For over 20 years, I was a commercial fisherman who fished in Berners Bay with documented fish 


tickets, where the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (CPFT) is located, and therefore have standing 


on the environmental impacts of the CPFT on commercial fisheries and fishers. In fact, new 


breakwaters and rock pilings for future CPFT development will improve habitat for Dungeness 


Crab and other marine organisms attracted to rocky areas. In other words, there are positive 


environmental marine benefits from the planned CPFT infrastructure in Berners Bay.  


Additionally, as the former Chair of the Juneau Commission on Sustainability, who helped usher 


in the City and Borough of Juneau's (CBJ) Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy (JRES), I strongly 


support the Cascade Point Ferry Terminal (CPFT). The CPFT is not only sustainable on economic 


grounds but also on environmental grounds, directly supporting Juneau's adopted climate and 


energy policies, including the City and Borough of Juneau (CBJ) Juneau Climate Action & 


Implementation Plan (JCAIP) and the Juneau Renewable Energy Strategy (JRES). Both of these 


documents were passed by ordinance and resolution of the CBJ Assembly and, therefore, are 


eligible for objective consideration in your socio-economic and economic analysis of the CPFT. 


CPFT Reduces Juneau's Transportation Fossil Fuel Use 


Both the JCAIP and JRES identify transportation as Juneau's single largest contributor to fossil 


fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. The JRES notes that transportation accounts for 


approximately 43% of all fossil fuel use in Juneau, while the JCAIP shows transportation 


representing over 55% of total community-wide emissions, with marine transportation identified 


as the largest single component. By shortening the Lynn Canal route, CPFT reduces annual ferry 


fuel consumption by more than 117,000 gallons and lowers emissions by over 1,190 metric tons 


of CO₂ per year directly supporting both plans' goals to reduce fossil fuel use and community-wide 


emissions.  


Supports Juneau's 25% Emissions Reduction Target 


The JCAIP established a community-wide greenhouse gas reduction target of 25% by 2032. CPFT 


contributes directly to this target by reducing emissions in the marine transportation sector, which 
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the JRES identifies as one of the sectors with the greatest opportunities for fuel savings and 


efficiency improvements. A shorter route and reduced vessel-hour requirements represent exactly 


the type of sector-level efficiency the JCAIP envisions. DOT&PF should be commended for 


assisting the CBJ in reducing maritime emissions and producing a more environmentally 


sustainable future for the Lynn Canal region. 


Improves Energy Efficiency of Marine Transportation 


The JRES emphasizes that improving energy efficiency is one of the most effective ways to reduce 


fossil fuel use in the near term. CPFT accomplishes this by shortening sailing distances, reducing 


engine hours, limiting idling, and decreasing weather-related cancellations. These changes 


increase the operational efficiency of the AMHS system and reduce the energy intensity of marine 


travel, directly advancing JRES recommendations to improve transportation efficiency and reduce 


Juneau's reliance on diesel fuel. 


Enables Future Hybrid-Electric Ferry Operations 


A key theme in the JRES is transitioning transportation toward clean, renewable-powered systems 


whenever possible. The shorter and more predictable Lynn Canal route created by CPFT is 


perfectly suited for future hybrid-electric and fully electric ferries. AMHS vessels could begin 


drawing propulsion energy from Juneau's renewable hydropower—precisely the type of 


transportation electrification envisioned in both the JRES and the JCAIP. CPFT positions Juneau 


and the AMHS as a leader in marine electrification and supports CBJ's long-term climate goals. 


Enhances AMHS Economic Sustainability 


Both the JRES and the JCAIP highlight the economic vulnerability created by Juneau's dependence 


on imported fossil fuels. CPFT directly addresses this vulnerability by reducing fuel use, lowering 


operational costs, and improving schedule reliability. Annual AMHS operational savings from the 


recent CPFT economic analysis are estimated between $785,000 and $1,085,000. Reduced engine 


hours extends vessel life and lowers maintenance expenses. These economic efficiencies help 


stabilize AMHS operations, making ferry service more sustainable for the long term an outcome 


both plans support. 


Consistent With AMHS 2045 Long-Range Plan 


The AMHS 2045 Long-Range Plan identifies Cascade Point as a key infrastructure improvement 


to enhance reliability and efficiency within the Lynn Canal corridor. Its role in reducing fuel use 


and increasing vessel availability aligns with CBJ's climate and energy objectives, particularly the 


JRES emphasis on efficient transportation systems that minimize fossil fuel consumption. CPFT 


meets both the technical and economic feasibility requirements of the 2045 Long Range Plan, and 


also supports the community sustainability values of Juneau. 


 


 







Benefits to Smaller Native and Rural Communities 


The JCAIP emphasizes equity and access as important climate-resilience components. The 


efficiencies created by CPFT free additional vessel and crew time, allowing AMHS to better 


serve outlying communities such as Angoon, Kake, Gustavus, Hoonah, and Pelican. These 


communities depend on the ferry system for essential goods, medical access, and family travel. 


Improved operational reliability in Lynn Canal strengthens the entire Southeast network and 


supports the equity goals embedded in the JCAIP. The reduction in Haines-Skagway-Juneau 


vessel and crew time provides more resources to serve Southeast Alaska's outlying communities 


better, improving connectivity and increasing quality of life through enhanced ferry service for 


medical access. 


Increases Commerce and Strengthens Statewide Access to the Capital 


A more efficient Lynn Canal route improves economic and transportation linkages between Juneau 


and Alaska's main population centers in Anchorage and Fairbanks. Both the JRES and the JCAIP 


recognize the importance of reducing fossil fuel use in regional travel and promoting access to 


essential governmental and economic services. Shorter ferry routes and fewer cancellations benefit 


all Alaskans who need reliable access to their capital for legislative, business, or civic purposes. 


Supports Sustainable Mobility and Public Transportation 


Both the JCAIP and JRES emphasize improving multimodal transit and reducing vehicle miles 


traveled. CPFT supports these goals by integrating Goldbelt shuttle service, AMHS ticketing, and 


improved connections to Juneau's public transit network. This enhances mobility for walk-on 


passengers and reduces congestion and idling at the Auke Bay terminal. 


Conclusion 


The Cascade Point Ferry Terminal is an environmentally sound, economically sustainable, and 


strategically important transportation investment that directly advances Juneau's climate and 


renewable energy goals as outlined in both the JCAIP and the JRES. It reduces fossil fuel 


consumption, lowers greenhouse gas emissions, increases system-wide ferry efficiency, enables 


future hybrid-electric operations, enhances commerce and connectivity with the rest of the state, 


and frees up critical capacity for smaller Native and rural communities dependent on our ferry 


system. For all these reasons, I support approval and advancement of the Cascade Point Ferry 


Terminal. 


Kindest regards, 


 
Duff Mitchell 


50+ year resident of Juneau, Alaska 
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